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Dates for Diaries
School re-opens Monday
15th April

KILCHUIMEN ACADEMY NEWS

Easter Revision Programme
runs throughout holidays
First day of S4 Study Leave
Friday 26th April
First day of S5/6 Study

Transition Trophy Heads East

Leave Tuesday 7th May
Study leave ends & S5/6
Induction begins Monday

A team from Stratherrick Primary School returned triumphant and
victorious to the east side of Loch Ness on Friday 15th March,
having won the Kilchuimen Academy Transition Trophy for the first
time. As on previous occasions, this year’s “Space Lander” event was
masterminded by Depute Head Teacher, Mr. Wilks. S3 pupils were on
hand to assist ably throughout the day. Also taking part on the day
were pupils from Kilchuimen and Foyers Primary Schools. Last year’s
winners, Invergarry Primary School, were unfortunately not able to fit
the event into their schedule. It was clear to anyone simply walking
past the Hall that everyone was having a wonderful time. Many thanks
go to Mr. Wilks and team. Well done to Stratherrick Primary School!
Competing for the Transition Trophy is one of the highlights of the
Academy’s P7/S1 Transition Programme. An Open Evening for
parents and pupils had also been held on Tuesday 5th March. The
school will be in touch with local primary schools after the Easter
Holiday to confirm dates for the Fairburn trip and Induction days .

3rd June
Parents’ Evening for S1 & S3
Tuesday 28th May tbc
Prize Giving / last day of
term Friday 28th June

Inside this issue:
Comic Relief

2

News in Brief

2

Highland University
League table

3

Geography Glasgow
trip / Skiing

3

Mad Hatters Tea Party/
Breaking News

4

Mrs Wyatt with
the proud winners

School uniform can be ordered online from Highland Schoolwear website on the following link:
http://www.highlandschoolwear.co.uk/catalogue?skl_id=488&pager=view_all

Red Nose Day
While Team Wilks hosted the Transition Trophy event
in the Hall, a variety of other activities were also under
way to raise money for Comic Relief. Pupils raised a
total of £100 for this worthy cause. An inter-house
relay race to complete the length of Loch Ness on rowing
and cycling machines, organised by geographer Mr Ross,
raised £46.95. Scotia was the winning House and
prizes for best individual performances were won by
Caledonians, Brodie Clark and Calum Hepburn
from S6 and by James Brownlie from S1. A separate
fundraising collection, organised by Becky Hodson,
Shannon Hosie and Mr Munro raised an “eggscellent”
£53.05 for the modest loss of two eggs. Well done to all!

Mrs. Archibald & Mr. Ross
look on as
Mr. Munro & Becky gear up

News in Brief

Environment / Gardening Project
S1 pupils have been helping to take responsibility for the school’s gardening project, building raised beds,
under the guidance of Janitor, Bill Hepburn.

Staffing News
Pupils have said their farewells and thank you to Miss Walker who leaves us at the end of this term to take
up a full-time post in Arbroath. Miss Walker joined the staff of Kilchuimen Academy in August 2011 and we
are grateful for all her hard work during the time she has been with us. Miss Kate Reid will take over
temporarily in Modern Languages in the run up to SQA exams. The school will keep parents apprised of a
more permanent appointment, as soon as we can.

Sports Leaders Awards Lindsay Campbell, Active Schools Coordinator writes...
A group of 6 senior pupils have been working hard to complete the Level 2 Award in Sports
Leadership. Cameron Edwards, Jesse Rodgers, Brodie Clark, Angus Blakey, Rachael Kay and Maciej
Owczarek have undertaken the challenge to complete not just the core course work, but also to accomplish 25
additional hours of sports leadership within their school and community. So far they have been involved in
helping with PE lessons, lunchtime clubs and after-school activities for the Primary Students. The most
recent project has been providing badminton sessions for the P4-7s after school, then accompanying them to a
tournament with the pupils from Glenurquhart Primary School; the Kilchuimen Primary School pupils
enjoyed the badminton sessions immensely and have been very appreciative of the time and effort the seniors
have put in to offer them these fun activities. We look forward to the other exciting projects and events they
undertake to complete this leadership challenge.

Shinty / Football / Badminton
A sporting trip to Ardnamurchan, accompanied by Miss Stafford and Miss
Mavor, resulted in a gallant 2-2 draw for the brave Shinty players. The
footballers were rather less successful and their result, still a very closely
guarded secret, is reputed to sound too much like a cricket score! Mercifully,
Mr Wilks assures us that a recent badminton encounter with GUHS proved
rather more successful with a 10 point margin of victory.

Pupils moving into Higher Education
Recent local press coverage in Highland has been reflecting on the percentage of school
leavers moving into Higher Education. The school was pleased to note that, according to the
published figures, Kilchuimen Academy was ranked second highest in that particular league table.

School leavers and percentage moving into Higher Education
Fortrose Academy
Kilchuimen Academy
Millburn Academy
Inverness Royal Academy
Glen Urquhart High School
Charleston Academy
Culloden Academy
Nairn Academy

47.6
46.7
46.2
43.8
42.5
41.7
34.6
30.1

Glasgow Geography Trip
Mr. Ross and Bill Hepburn accompanied senior
geographers this term on a trip to Glasgow to
view first-hand its variety of cityscapes so
different from much of Highland.

Skiing
This year’s S2 ski course was organised by Miss Stafford...

...and the Youth Club Ski Weekend was again organised by Youth
Development Officer, Kirsten Petrie. Many thanks to both!

P.S. Kirsten says dates are booked for next year already!

Mad Hatters Tea Party
A splendid Mad Hatters Tea Party to raise money for Make a Wish was organised by senior
pupils on the second-last day of term. Tables were tastefully decorated in lilac and white;
splendid headgear was worn; over £130 was raised. The driving forces behind the event
were Scotia Vice–Captain, Tessa Campbell and Caledonia House Captain, Sophie McCallum.
Yummy baking was provided by Tessa, Sophie, Ella Lumsden, Lucy MacGillivray Emily-May
Winstanley and Fiona MacCormick. Formal afternoon tea also provided Becky Hodson and
Jonathan Gilchrist in S3 with an ideal opportunity to make a farewell presentation to Miss
Walker on behalf of pupils.

Breaking news…
FAGCC funding
We have been delighted to learn of the success of a recent funding bid to the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community
Company (FAGCC)...this grant will represent a huge help towards costs for Duke of Edinburgh Awards, Drama and the
purchase of state-of–art Support for Learning software. This software has the potential to enhance the learning of current
pupils and members of the community who engage with Adult Basic Education programmes. Many thanks to FAGCC for
their much appreciated support. More detail will be included in the next edition of the newsletter.

Outing to Rolls Royce for senior Physics and Technical students
There will be a trip to Rolls Royce and the Engineering Faculty of Strathclyde University has just been arranged for June
14th. Details from Mr. Wilks will be available after the holidays.

