Kilchuimen Academy Summer Concert
Friday June 20th

April 2014

Kilchuimen Academy News
Stratherrick retains Transition Trophy—Well Done, Jaisys!
Key Dates


School reopens—
Tuesday 22nd April



Study Leave begins—
Tuesday 29th April



Senior pupils return—
Monday 2nd June



Awards Ceremony &
school closesThursday 3rd July

Stratherrick Primary School returned home victorious on Friday 21st March, with
the Jaisys retaining the Kilchuimen Academy Transition Trophy for the east side
of Loch Ness. Also taking part on the day were pupils from Kilchuimen and
Invergarry Primary Schools. As has become traditional, this year’s “Rocket
Launcher” event was masterminded by Depute Head Teacher, Mr Wilks. S3
pupils, in white lab coats, were on hand to assist throughout the day. In the
interests of health and safety, ear defenders were distributed to all who attended
the final launchings. Many thanks to Mr Wilks and his team of Mr Cooper,
Ms Thurnell and Mrs Wyatt whose teaching visits to the local primaries ensured
preparation for building the rockets. Many thanks also to technician, Dave
McConville and janitor, Bill Hepburn for their invaluable help with the logistics of
the occasion.
Also on the theme of P7/S1 transition, an Open Evening was held in the school on
March 4th for prospective pupils and their parents to tour the school and meet
teachers and pupils. Prospective pupils will be invited to participate in the
annual Fairburn trip on May 6th, and to attend Induction days in the Academy
11-13th June.

Proposed Road Closure at Loch Tarff
The school has been in contact with R J McLeod, to ensure that, during the proposed period of roadworks, access will be open in the morning to allow school transport through and the same again in the
afternoon – site manager, James MacDowell can be contacted on mob: 07918617352. RJM have
requested that the KPS and KA pupils travel at the same time in the afternoon. The road will also be
open during the workers’ lunch-time. The planned closure is:
B862 Loch Tarff – planned start 21st April - 6 week closure – (Mon – Fri) along length of Loch Tarff

News in Brief
Travelling Art Gallery—Mrs Beaton reports:
Pupils from Kilchuimen Academy and Kilchuimen Primary
School visited the Travelling Gallery on the 18th March. The
Travelling Gallery is a custom-built, mobile art space in a
double decker bus which visits schools and communities
throughout Scotland.
The exhibition was called "I Heart Scotland": a solo show by a
young, contemporary artist Rachel MacLean, who, in her artworks, explored themes of national identity, romanticism,
culture, politics and history. Pupils enjoyed her use of
costume, performance, photography and film and, according
to the gallery attendant, she was definitely "one to watch" in
the future.

School Ties
People often talk of the “old school tie”. In the Academy, however,
recent talk has been more about the “new school tie”. Most pupils
have taken the opportunity to buy a tie from Reception for the
bargain price of £2—red-striped for Caledonia and blue-striped for
Scotia. Pupils look very smart in their shirts and ties. Parents, please
encourage your sons and daughters to wear a school tie with pride.

S1—3 Snow Sports at Nevis Range 2014

16+: Apprenticeships & Skills for Work Update
As the S5/6 SfW Energy group have been kept busy in the
workshop (see below), Skills for Work have also been
developing close to the school on Canalside. An invitation
“Apprentice Evening” was held on March 26th at the Lock
Inn to showcase the culinary skills of recent Kilchuimen
Academy leavers, Ben Armitage and Daniel Sandham,
whose apprenticeships are being funded by the Fort
Augustus & Glenmoriston Community Company (FAGCC)
in partnership with the Glengarry and Stratherrick &
Foyers Community Trusts. A magnificent menu (see right)
was on offer which was hugely enjoyed by a company of
parents, representatives from FAGCC, both trusts,
Kilchuimen Academy and OnTrack, the Hospitality Training
Specialists who oversee the training of the young chefs.
Floating candles on each table added a certain je ne sais
quoi to the ambience of the evening! Maître D’ for the
occasion, former pupil Stuart Edwards, who is completing
an SVQ Front of House qualification, marshalled his team of
waiters with great charm and professionalism. In
recognition of their hard work, the three lads have been
invited to a SSE hospitality lunch and the Judo finals at the
Commonwealth Games later in the year.

Apprentice Evening The Lock Inn Menu
Wednesday 26th March
Starters
Hand Carved Smoked Salmon kilted on Blini, with Crème Fresh & Dill
Tartlet of Tomato & Pesto eclipsed with Dressed Rocket
Auchterawe Picked Wild Mushroom Soup & Melba Toast

Mains
Grilled Plaice resting on Roasted Cherry Vine Tomatoes, Spinach & dressed with
Caper Butter,
Buttered Green Beans & New Potatoes
Ben Mor Highland Lamb Shank mounted on Herbed Mash and Rustic Vegetables
Indian Curry with an array of Mixed Vegetables served with Rice, Salad & Naan
Bread (V)

Desserts
Strawberry Cheesecake laced with White Chocolate & served with Fresh Cream
Tiramisu dressed with Amaretto Biscuits

Ben and Daniel are pictured (right) with Harry Whiteside,
Chair of FAGCC and Liz Ferguson, Manager of the Lock Inn.

Creative Writing Workshop
Five aspiring writers attended a one-day
Creative Writing workshop in Fort
Augustus Village Hall on March 14th. The
event was sponsored by UHI/ West
Highland College. The girls, the nucleus of
Ms Sharples’ Writers’ Club (pictured in the
English Room below), were praised by the
course tutor, John Glenday who declared
that it was “a pleasure working with them”
and that “the five girls who attended were
all outstanding.”
John Glenday has
confirmed that he would be happy to come
into school in the summer term to work
with other Academy talented writers.

Scottish League Cup Final 2014 Trip
Thanks to the considerable generosity of Eric McCabe (Director of TarriffCom Ltd) via the good offices
of Lynne MacDonald from Cill Chuimein Medical Centre, train travel and tickets for the Scottish League Cup Final
(Aberdeen v Inverness CT at Celtic Park) were gifted to the school. Mr Wilks, Bill Hepburn and Miss Mavor set off
with thirteen pupils from S1-S6. A similar size of group from Glenurquhart High School also received tickets and both
schools made their way together. Although the final score was not a good result for Highlanders, a grand day out, if a long
and very tiring one, was had by all.

… and news of another football final from Miss Stafford who writes:
“Our Senior Boys Team qualified for the Small Schools Football Finals in Drumnadrochit on 28th February. In
our semi-final we narrowly missed out to eventual winners, Ullapool, losing 2-1 to a last-second goal. In our
3rd/4th playoff game we beat Kinlochleven 1-0 to claim 3rd place overall.” Well done, lads!

Young Musicians
Fiona MacCormick has been
singing with the Highland Youth
Choir; Shannon Hosie has been
playing with ‘Snas (left). Maciej
Owczarek has been performing
with the Highland Regional Youth
Orchestra and Milosz Owczarek
with the Highland Regional Strings
Orchestra (right). Come along and
hear Fiona, Shannon, Maciej,
M ilosz and ot her t alent ed
performers in the Kilchuimen
Academy Summer Concert on June
20th.

Many congratulations to senior pupil, David Saunders…
who has just heard that he has been selected to carry the Queen’s Baton
in the Commonwealth Games Relay. Within the next month, David will
receive his official uniform and route information / instructions. The
Queen's Baton Relay has been the Commonwealth Games' curtain raiser
since 1958. The baton will have visited 70 Commonwealth nations and
territories ahead of the 2014 Glasgow games. People from all 32
Scottish local authority areas will join the relay which is covering more
than 400 communities over 40 days—the baton will be passing through
Highland on Friday 11th July.

