FRENCH TRIP REMINDER—HAVE YOU APPLIED YET FOR YOUR PASSPORT?
DATES FOR
DIARIES
School re-opens
Mon April 20th
Study Leave begins
Mon April 27th
First SQA exam
Wed April 29th
May holiday
Mon May 4th
Inset day

Kilchuimen Academy News
A P R I L

2 0 1 5

Destination: France

Monday June 1st
Study Leave ends /
S5/6 Induction
Tues June 2nd
S1/2 Reports &
Parents Evening
Date tbc

Following the success of Christmas fund-raisers which raised over £900 toward the
French trip in August 2015, sterling efforts have continued to bring the overall cost of
the trip within the reach of family budgets. A Parent Council Bingo fund-raiser (see
photo gallery below) was held at The Lock Inn on Friday February 27th. There was an
excellent turnout with lots of first-rate Bingo and Raffle prizes. Many thanks to the
Parent Council, Liz Ferguson Manager of the Lock Inn, and all whose donations and/or
attendance contributed to the success of the evening which raised a magnificent £985.

Awards Ceremony /
End of Term
Thursday July 2nd

N.B. See P.2 for
information on
Easter Revision and
Study Leave.

Fund-raising efforts on the part of pupils have continued throughout what is
usually the busiest term in secondary schools, courtesy of the run-up to SQA exams.
There have been fortnightly Friday bake sales and a memorable solo effort by
Luke Bloodworth (S5) whose sponsored leg-wax at the professional hands of
Beauty Therapist and Parent Council member, Amanda MacLean, raised over £200.
Pupils and Staff observed Luke’s bravery and pain with a mixture of admiration,
disbelief, horror and laughter!
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Easter Revision / Study Leave
Only one
teaching week
between the
Easter break and
the beginning of
Study Leave.

SQA exams
begin Wednesday
April 29th

Snow Sports

As customary, a programme of Easter Revision will run during the holidays. Pupils have been
invited to sign up for the times which have been offered and they have been reminded that
attendance at Easter Revision should be only one part of their preparation for SQA exams.
Parents should have received, along with this newsletter, a copy of what their sons or
daughters plan to attend. The morning sessions begin at 10.00am and the afternoon sessions
end at 3pm. Attendance this year is arguably more critical than in the past, given that Study
Leave begins only one week after we return to school.
New guidelines for Study Leave have recently been circulated to secondary schools by
Jim Steven, Head of Education. For some schools this may mean a change in practice, but for
Kilchuimen Academy the new regulations are very much in line with what we have done over
recent years i.e. pupils given the option of both working at home and in school.
In general, pupils, working on a programme of National 3 & National 4 courses, do not have
to take Study Leave as they do not have external exams for which to prepare; pupils following
a combination of Advanced Higher, Higher and National 5 courses will still be allowed to
receive the full Study Leave period. Mr Wilks will be in touch with parents immediately after
we return from the holiday with Study Leave recommendations/options for senior pupils,
strongly emphasising the advantages of coming into school during Study Leave.

Despite the impact of unsuitable weather at times, the annual Snow Sports programme at
Nevis Range managed to go ahead. All pupils completed the course with star performances
from Mungo Blakey (S2) who achieved a Level 4+ Skiing Award and from Liam Gilchrist (S2)
and Ben MacDonald (S3) who gained Level 6+ Snowboarding Awards.
Well done to all!

Programme
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NEWS

News in Brief
3-18 Campus / Easter Assembly
The first official 3-18 Assembly took place at the beginning of this term
with all three schools, Nursery, Primary and Academy attending. There
will be a joint Easter Assembly, conducted by Rev. Tabea Baader, in the
Hall on the last day of term.
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3-18
Assembly
January
2015

Thanks and Farewell to Miss Mavor
Academy pupils will take the opportunity at the Easter Assembly to say thanks and farewell to historian, Miss Mavor,
who has been a member of staff since August 2012. Miss Mavor will be fondly remembered for excellent teaching, her
liveliness and enthusiasm...and organising trips to Orkney and Skara Brae. We wish her every success in her new post
at Hamilton Grammar School.

Wider Achievement
The wider achievement of pupils across the secondary age range will also be celebrated at the end of the Easter
Assembly with the presentation of Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Awards, UK Senior Mathematical Challenge and

Power Readers Certificates, Snow Sports Awards and British Heart Foundation Heartstart Certificates .
Career Planning / 16+ Destinations
A visit from Barbara Isaacs, Transition Coordinator for the University of the Highlands and Islands Inverness College,
was arranged earlier this term by PT (Pupil Support), Miss MacRaild, to provide senior pupils with advice on college
applications. Miss MacRaild also organised visits from the Rotary Club to provide pupils with input on CVs, job
applications and interview techniques. Accompanied by PT (SfL) Mrs Wilks and Mrs Knott a number of pupils also
attended a high-profile Transitions Event at Dingwall Academy designed to provide advice and guidance to pupils for
transition beyond school. As ever, UCAS applications had to be despatched by January 15th and more recently pupils
have been busy completing applications for college, online Highers and Vocational Pathways Programme (VPP)
courses.

Badminton
The annual badminton challenge Kilchuimen Academy v. Glen Urquhart High School took place on March 16th.
Mr Wilks’ troops this year included Liam Gilchrist and Mungo Blakey (S2), Reece MacDonald (S4), Rory Clark, Louis
Di-Duca, Archie Johnstone and Rhuairaidh MacDonald (S5). Honours were even, with the match ending 12-12.

Parents Evenings / Open Evening
The Post-prelim S4-6 Parents Evening took place on March 17th. An Open Evening for P5-7 pupils and parents took
place the following Tuesday with visits to practical classrooms proving particularly popular. There will be an S1/2
Parents Evening next term. Dates for Reports and the Parents Evening will be confirmed after the Easter break.

Thanks and Farewell to Mr Tangney
We have been delighted to have University of Edinburgh 4th Yr. PE student teacher, Mr Ronan Tangney, with us this
term. The final day of his placement was Friday March 27th. We wish Mr Tangney (pictured p1 bottom right with Mr
Armand and Mr Jones) every success in the final stages of his training and in looking for a teaching post next session.
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Youth Café News
“On Thursday 26th March the Thursday evening regulars at Youth Café hosted a

community quiz at the Church Hall. A lot of preparation was required so a big
thank you goes out to Shannon Hosie, Jonathan Gilchrist, Niamh Lumsden,
Becky Hodson, Tabea Baader and Ms Sharples who helped organise and cater for
the event. Also another big thank you goes out to all who attended the event.
The quiz hosts were Jonathan Gilchrist and Shannon Hosie and in the end
the winners were David Saunders and Mr Jones who finished the night with
an incredible total of 85 points. Creating a Play-Doh Nessie was clearly a
highlight of the evening. In the future the Youth Café would like to host a
general knowledge quiz at least once a month in the Church Hall. All
proceeds will go towards funding Wi-Fi for the hall.”

Shannon and Jonathan (S5)

Transition Trophy: Well Done, Invergarry!
Masterminded as ever by DHT Mr Wilks, this year’s hotly contested Transition Trophy was won by a team from
Invergarry Primary School. This is the second time Invergarry have been triumphant when the challenge has
been bridge-building. Many thanks to all teaching, non-teaching and Canteen staff who helped to make the
event a success. We were very disappointed that Stratherrick and Foyers Primaries had to withdraw from the
event on the day because of snow (in April!), but safety has to come first.

French Evening—Village Hall April 24th
Good food...entertainment...Grand Raffle
See flyer and posters for details!

