
DATES FOR DIARIES 

 
 Mon Jan 6th  -  school reopens 

 Mon Jan 27th   -  Prelims begin 

 Tues Feb 4th tbc  -  P7 Open  

Evening 

 Mon-Fri Feb 17th-21st  - pupils 

on holiday 

 Wed-Fri Feb 19-21st  - Staff 

Inset 

 Fri Apr 4th  -  school closes 

 Tues Apr 22nd  - school re-

opens 

glee, “So am I, Shalom”. Leslie 

now celebrates his life on the 

23rd of April every year rather 

than his proper birthday in 

May. I believe I have never met 

a better man, he was forgiving 

with no hatred, he did not hate 

the Germans or the people 

who treated him wrongly and 

when he was he was asked “Do 

you hate Hitler?” he simply 

replied with “Why would I, he 

is dead and I am alive”. Leslie 

had been very emotional 

through his talk and this could 

be felt by the whole audience. 

It had been an inspiration and a 

pleasure to listen to him, and 

to realise what his life was like. 

The last thing we were shown 

was his number. The number 

which had been tattooed on his 

arm from the day he entered 

the camp, the tattoo which had 

been his name from when he 

entered the grounds, is still 

very clear to this day. 

Fiona’s testimony continues P.3 

At the beginning of October, 

Hannah Smith and I were  

chosen to go on an incredible 

journey to Poland. This  

included meeting a holocaust 

survivor and also a tour around 

Auschwitz and Birkenau.  

Preparations were made for 

the trip, making sure we were 

ready to learn about the reality 

of the holocaust itself. 

On the 22nd of October, we 

were invited to Glasgow to 

meet Leslie. In 1944, Leslie was 

only 12 when he was brought 

to Poland from Romania with 

his family. His father - a Rabbi - 

was killed before they even 

began the journey and his 

mother was left by herself with 

six children. During his talk we 

were told many different  

horrific stories which still affect 

him to this day. Leslie only 

spent one year in the camp, 

but sadly was the only survivor 

from his family.  These stories I 

feel are too personal and also 

too horrific to explain, but I 

know Hannah or myself will 

never forget them. Leslie was 

freed on the 23rd of April 1945. 

At this point Leslie was near 

death, marching through a 

forest with no food or proper 

clothing while the snow fell: he 

had been marching for days, as 

the Germans came to try and 

kill them off. He noticed the 

scurrying of German troops and 

a loud rumble coming towards 

him - Leslie believed this to be 

the end - and so he himself 

become frightened and anxious 

and decided to run. He found a 

small fox hole, which with his 

lack of body fat was able to fit 

into. He was not certain on 

how long he’d been there but 

had eventually been found by a 

soldier. The words that Leslie 

recalled were, “Are you  

Jewish?” and he replied yes 

and the soldier then said with 
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LESSONS FROM AUSCHWITZ… 

WITNESS TESTIMONY FROM FIONA MACDONALD S5 

DECEMBER 2013 

Ms. Gibbons writes… 

Please find the Kilchuimen 

Academy Standards & Quality  

Report 2012-13 enclosed with 

this newsletter.   

I would like to express my  

sincere thanks to  Mr Wilks and  

teaching & non-teaching staff 

for tireless work throughout the 

year, particularly during my 

absence  during the Aug—Oct 

term. 



 

 
 

 

S4 BULB-PLANTING IN THE COMMUNITY...LOOK OUT FOR DAFFODILS IN THE SPRING 
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Buskathon raises funds for Poppy Appeal 2013 

Janitor Bill Hepburn, local coordinator for the Poppy Appeal, confirmed that just over £900 was raised in 

the area, with almost £100 coming from the Academy’s efforts. 

 

£200+ raised for  

Philippines Typhoon 

Appeal so far 

 

 

£80+ raised  

for  

Children in Need 

S1 sent off  Blytheswood shoe-boxes 

(four for boys and four for girls) 



 

On the 30th of October, Hannah and I 

got a very early flight to Poland with 

214 other students. From there we 

drove to Oświęcim, the town where 

the camps are based and had a quick 

look around. We had the opportunity 

to look around a pre-war Jewish cem-

etery before visiting the camps. Here 

we found a very disorganised site: the 

graves did not match the bodies and 

many were broken and smashed. At 

one point during the Second World 

War the gravestones had been ripped 

from the ground and used as paving 

for pavements by the German Nazis. 

They were eventually returned to the 

cemetery and some were mounted 

together to create a memorial for the 

forgotten. From here we travelled to 

Auschwitz I: this part of the camp had 

been turned into a museum for  

visitors. It was formerly used for  

people who were to work first rather 

than to be killed off, such as Poles or 

Gypsies. This really helped the  

students, including myself, to get a 

real grasp of the actual brutality the 

Nazis used. We were shown  

prisoners’ sleeping conditions, and 

found out what working conditions 

were like. We also learned that they 

used inmates from prison who had 

actually committed crimes to control 

the prisoners and these people had 

better living conditions. Here we also 

saw many graphic personal objects of 

the prisoners. I cannot share all of 

them. We were placed in a room 

which had been filled with suitcases, 

from wall to wall. All had addresses 

and names, and some the very proud 

star of David. They were each  

personal to each person and I felt this 

symbolised our trip to Auschwitz. We 

were also taken to the block where 

some unfortunate prisoners were 

experimented on, such as twins; and 

by its side was the ‘prison’ for the 

prisoners. This is where misbehaving 

prisoners were sent, and unbelieva-

ble punishments took place; leaving 

some with dislocated limbs. 

 From here we travelled to Birkenau. 

This had been for people such as the 

Jews; the people which were going to 

be killed. Much of Birkenau had been 

torn down, by the villagers after the 

war for various uses, but concrete 

buildings remained. We climbed the 

famous watch tower, where we 

looked out to the death camp. We 

could see in the distance a very small 

freight train on the track; 150 people 

were squeezed into them during the 

journey, resulting in many deaths 

even before arrival. We also heard 

the words of Jewish visitors, smiling 

and waving their flag; it was  

incredibly inspiring to watch and  

listen to them, to understand the 

tragedies which their people had to 

endure. We were then taken to a 

small hut and learned about worse 

sleeping conditions and also many 

different and horrific jobs which the 

Jews were forced to do. From here 

we walked down the train track and 

finally came to a fallen down building, 

not much more than a rubble site. In 

fact it was a gas chamber. Many pris-

oners believed the building at the far 

end of the camp to be work houses, 

for making shoes or industrial prod-

ucts. It was explained to us that the 

prisoners were told that they were 

going for a shower, and were given 

shower caps to enforce the illusion. It 

would last for 20 minutes overall, but 

I will not go into graphic detail. Jewish 

prisoners were forced to control the 

gas chambers, and would eventually 

be killed as well for knowing too 

much, but many had left diaries and 

teeth in the ground, which revealed 

much of the truth of the gas  

chambers. Many men wrote that they 

hoped that one day things would be 

better, and that by us finding a diary 

their small lives would be remem-

bered. After a very hard day of facing 

the horrors of Auschwitz and Birke-

nau, we were taken to the  

registration house, where there were 

walls and walls of beautiful photos. 

Photos of the prisoners, and their 

families and their lovers; it showed us 

that each prisoner had had a life  

before their death. Lastly we were 

shown artefacts which had been 

found in a prisoner’s pocket. This had 

included house keys, this man had 

expected to go home. These people 

believed they were to return from the 

hell hole; these people had been  

terribly tricked. At the end of the day, 

all 214 students gathered around at 

the end of the train tracks and  

listened to a very personal prayer 

said by a Rabbi. We reflected on our 

day here, and the lessons which we 

had learned, and some which we still 

have not. Each student received a 

candle, and was asked to light them 

and lay them along the train tracks. 

We were also asked to pray for the 

people who had passed here, or 

someone personal to each other. Not 

knowing anyone there except  

Hannah, I felt this brought all of the 

strangers together as we all paid re-

spect for the lost.  

We were told we would learn many 

different lessons on our trip, which I 

did. Discrimination today is still a very 

big issue in our society. I believe that 

not everyone knows about the treat-

ment of the many different types of 

people who were forced into many 

different camps because they had 

been categorized into groups that 

were “imperfect”, but I believe, if 

they did, their views would change. 

The trip had been very powerful and 

memorable. I would recommend the 

trip to anyone interested but even 

one visit is such a hard, emotionally 

exhausting experience. 

                                   Fiona MacDonald 
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FIONA’S TESTIMONY CONTINUES... 



 

S1 pupils have been developing 

friendships with pupils from the  

Reunion Island, a French region  

situated east of Madagascar, in the 

Indian Ocean (see map). The  

correspondence started in October 

and pupils have now been able to 

exchange letters about their families 

and hobbies, pictures (see below) 

along with MP3 recordings to listen 

to in the foreign language. In the 

classroom, the correspondence has 

allowed pupils to use a wide range of 

communication tools, as well as using 

the language in a context that is  

relevant to them. As a result, they are 

becoming more confident in French. 

On a larger scale, the exchange has 

allowed pupils to widen their view of 

the world and become more aware of 

their role as citizens of the world. The 

correspondence will continue in the 

new year with work on the  

environment and local culture. The 

experience may even lead to lifelong  

friendships! 

Mr Armand 

And this is what S1 pupils think … 

 

"I enjoy having a penpal because I have never been friends with someone from France and 
now I am."  Liam 
 

" I have enjoyed the fact that they are different, funny and it's really nice to know about 
them. They are lovely people and I really like to write them back."  Muirin  
 

"I have enjoyed getting the letters from the penpals because it is exciting and you can get to 
know them. It helps us learn better when we know that they're going to send letters."  
Hannah 
 

"I really enjoy it and hope they do too."  Sadie 
 

"What I enjoy about having a penpal is talking to new people, which helps me with my 
French." Stuart 
 

"I really like having penpals because you get to know people from a different country!" 
Leteisha 
 

"I enjoy having a penpal because you learn about what other kids do." Mungo 
 

"The thing I enjoy about having a penpal is the letters and all of the pictures and just the 
sheer idea of it."   Alexander 
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NEW FRENCH FRIENDS OVERSEAS 



Bethany Lumsden S5 writes….Skills for Work (Sport & Recreation) is a new course that has been offered to S4-6 pupils 

this year. It is a good subject to take, especially if you want to work in the sport and recreation industry as it helps you  

develop skills for the work environment. This year we have learned about health and safety, working with customers, creating 

training programmes and helping to assist with activities within the school. We have all been given our own tracksuits to help 

us understand the important of dress code in the work place. In the course, we will have the opportunity to go out on a work 

experience next term to various leisure facilities; gym, basketball Scotland and Caley Thistle Football Team. We will also gain 

First Aid qualifications and help to take the Primary PE lessons.                           

Miss Stafford adds.. On Friday 29th December six pupils attended the National Sports Roadshow at Edinburgh. There was a 

number of workshops/presentations on a variety of careers in Sport as well as opportunities to try out a variety of new  

activities. The highlight of the day was a presentation from ex Scotland Rugby player Chris Patterson whom the pupils were 

lucky to meet. 

Earlier this year, the S4/5/6 Music class ventured to Millburn 
Academy, Inverness to see “Veni, Veni, Emmanuel”, the  
Percussion and Orchestra Concerto by the Scottish  
composer, James MacMillan.  This piece was performed by 
the Scottish Chamber Orchestra and Colin Currie 
(percussionist), with an introduction/presentation by the 
Masterworks team and the composer himself (pictured right 
with pupils)! 

Mrs MacDonald 

MUSIC WORKSHOP 

HALLOWEEN DISCO 2013 

SKILLS FOR WORK NEW COURSES 
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Pupils on the new  

Skills for Work Energy 

course recently visited  

Glendoe and Foyers. 



 
Thank you for taking part in the “Rag Bag” Textile Recycling Scheme.  Our latest collection raised £83 with 166kg of textiles 
recycled.  Since joining the scheme in 2008, you have helped Kilchuimen Academy collect 2677kg of textiles earning the 
school £1,226.39.  This money is used for “eco-friendly” purposes and very soon we hope to have our garden up and  
running, growing some fruit and vegetables.  We have a textile collection bank in the school car park so it is very easy for 
you to recycle your unwanted textiles and help raise funds for the school. 

                                                                                                                                                                                            Mrs Knott 

 
In October, we went to a Highland Youth Voice conference in Badaguish. These conferences are like a young people  
parliament, bringing young people together from across Highland to express their views and have a say. It was a very busy 
and exciting three days as we met new people and took part in many different workshops. It was interesting seeing what 
life was like in different parts of the highlands and also the issues other young people face in their area such as public 
transport costs. There were also many guests attending the conference such as Councillor Linda Munro, who is the  
Children’s Champion for Highland. She says that the conferences are always incredibly useful from her point of view, as 
young people’s views and opinions are a huge part of her work. There was also a fancy dress disco on the first night and a 
ceilidh on the last, to end an amazing three days with a bang! On the final day, after saying goodbye to our newly made 
friends, we both left with a fulfilled notion that young people can make a difference.  

                                                                                                                                             Hannah Smith S6 and Holly MacLean S5 

As were filling in our UCAS applications, Hannah and I were glad that during the first week of the summer holidays, we had 
spent a week at St Andrews University at a summer school run by the Sutton Trust. The aim of the summer school was to 
give pupils from all over the British Isles a taster of what university life is like before starting S6, and summer schools were 
also held at other universities across the country. Our mornings were spent in lectures, us two separating in the mornings 
to go to our own Physics and Psychology lectures, and then meeting up again to go to Biology. We learnt a lot of new 
things during those lectures, some of which we’ve shared with our friends after getting back! In the afternoon we had talks 
covering a range of subjects from financing at university, completing our UCAS personal statements, and the benefits of 
studying abroad. In the evenings we had free time, where we could choose to go along to events organised by the  
university, go for a wander around the town with our friends, or just stay at St Regulus Hall and chill out. It’s very hard to 
pick the best moment of the week, as it was all fantastic, but the ceilidh on the last night was so much fun, especially as 
the English students didn’t have a clue what to do!  Also another great moment was just after the ceilidh, when we all 
quickly changed out of our fancy clothes, went down to the beach, and ran into the sea!  

                                                                                                                                                                                         Rachael Kay S6 

S5/6 NEWS 

                                    MATHS IN THE PIPELINE 

 
On the day of the competition, Milosz, Archie, Owen and I (Joe) met up at the school car park really early in the morning. 
We got on the bus and arrived at the school where we would be competing. We were separated into different teams and 
we all met our new team members. There was about 10 or more teams there so we had to do well to win. The first  
challenge, just to get us warmed up, was called the icebreaker. We had to design a helicopter landing pad out of a bit of 
paper and straws. Most of the things fell over... After the icebreaker we had to prepare for a big challenge at the end 
about oil and gas. We had to do multiple mini challenges (that had real information in it) that would help us at the end. 
Stuff like working out how much oil was in an area from looking at a map of the place and working out the best possible 
route to take when you are flying out to get to different oil rigs etc. In the last challenge, we were given multiple choices 
on how to get as much oil out as cheaply and quickly as we could. The choices included a fixed rig or a boat-type rig, 
different types of tanks etc. Finally, when we made our final decisions, our teams got up and presented them to the rest 
of the class and judges. The judges then made a decision on who won overall. It wasn't us but we had some fun anyway! 

                                                                                                                                                                                        Joe Kennard S3 

RECYCLYING NEWS PAGE 6 



Emceed and super-organised by Mr. Wilks, this year’s Christmas Quiz proved as popular as ever.  Santa Claus was, of 

course, in attendance and people were heard to comment on his Liverpool accent, perhaps similar they thought to that 

of Dave Saunders Snr.  Santa’s Grotto was again sumptuously furnished with an armchair borrowed from the Lovat 

Hotel and a table lamp from the Pinkerton household.  The splendid Rudolf trophy was won by Team Fantabulous, 

an unruly troop of pupils and former pupils.  Mrs MacDonald was in charge of music; Fiona MacCormick sang the 

Beyoncé version of Ave Maria;  there was a winsome rendering of “It’s Cold Outside” from Fiona MacCormick and  

David Saunders Jnr.  One of the highlights of the evening was undoubtedly the “ Human Xmas Tree” round! 

CHRISTMAS CAKE OFF IN PARTNERSHIP        
WITH THE LOVAT HOTEL 

Cupcake entries in the Kilchuimen Christmas Cake Off were judged by staff from the Lovat Hotel.  The winning 

entries were Sadie Cullen S1, Phoebe Lloyd S2, Melanie Wyatt S3, Kaitlin Thorn S4, Fiona MacDonald &  

Bethany Lumsden S5 and Fiona MacCormick S6.  The staff winner was Miss Stafford.  After judging, the sale of 

cakes helped to raise funds for the Philippines Typhoon Appeal. 
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KILCHUIMEN CHRISTMAS COMMUNITY QUIZ  

Congratulations go to this year’s Christmas card winners: Hannah S1, Sadie S1, 

Millie S2, Reece S3 and Kenny S3! 



Christmas time can be a very difficult time for a lot of families across the country and at Kilchuimen Academy we want to make the 

festive time that bit more enjoyable and stress free for local people as much as possible, where they are not worrying about whether 

they have to heat their homes or put food on the table.  At Kilchuimen Academy we have organised an inter-house competition,  

Caledonia vs. Scotia, which has encouraged every pupil to bring in an unopened item of food, from a preselected list, to contribute 

towards the Lochaber Food Bank.  We are hoping that every pupil will have contributed at least one item by Thursday 19th Decem-

ber and make A Merry Christmas for the people of our area who are in need of an extra hand this year.    

The venture began when a member of staff won the food hamper at the Christmas Community Quiz raffle and, having completed her  

own Christmas shopping, felt there were families who would appreciate and make more worthwhile use of the goodies in the hamper.  

Following this, senior pupils, led by the house and vice captains, were proactive in raising awareness of the cause, enthusing pupils and 

creating a range of posters to advertise the fundraising event.  Pupils also approached the local Post Office and Londis store to or-

ganised drop off points in the village for all members of the community to become involved in the project.   

This campaign attracted donations of 218 food items which will be passed on  to Lochaber food bank.  In  the house competition   

Scotia were deemed the successful winners with a fantastic grand total of 129 items, followed closely behind by Caledonia who  

collected 89 items.  Kilchuimen Academy would like to thank all pupils, parents, carers and staff for their contributions and efforts in 

raising awareness and donating towards the collection. 

Miss MacRaild 
Despite driving sleet and snow on Dec 19th, Mrs 

MacDonald (assisted by Ms. Sharples and Ms, 

Thurnell)  led carol singing in the village to raise 

money for the  Philippines Disaster Fund.   

Later in the day, the carolers visited the  

Telford Centre where their efforts were  

received with appreciation and much  

kindness.
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CHRISTMAS DANCE  PHOTO GALLERY 

LOCHABER FOOD BANK APPEAL 

 Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from Kilchuimen Academy! 


