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Christmas  Kilchuimen-style 
This year’s Community Christmas Quiz was again hugely  

successful with quiz-master, Mr Wilks handing over the coveted 

Reindeer Trophy to Cameron MacDonald and his aptly named 

team, Cameron’s Christmas Champions. Cameron was helped 

to victory by his mum, music teacher Mrs MacDonald, his dad 

and sister with extra input from Ms Sharples, Ms Thurnell and  

Ms Gibbons. Under the capable direction of Mrs MacDonald, 

music was provided during the interval by S1-3 pupils and senior 

music students.  The splendid winged-back armchair from the 

Lovat Hotel again helped to furnish Santa’s Grotto for a  

remarkably young and stylish Santa (looking uncannily like  

geography teacher, Mr Jones!)  The hilarious “Creative” quiz 

round when a team-member had to be dressed up as a reindeer 

was won by Adam Tulloch S1 with Mr Terry Winstanley  

coming a close second. 
 

Not only was Mr Wilks the driving force, as ever, behind the quiz 

but also the Table-top Sale fund-raiser held the following day.   

Attractions at the sale included Rudolph Hoopla, Santa’s  

Grotto (Santa appeared to have become even younger overnight 

and now looking remarkably like Luke Bloodworth S5!), Beat the 

Buzzer, Hook-a-Duck, Guess Mr Wilks’ Weight and the  

Human Fruit Machine.  There were Christmas trees for sale, 

stalls with jewellery, bric-a-brac, cake & candy and books, not 

to mention Louis’ Di-Duca’s Reindeer and the Grand Raffle 

Draw. 
 

Mr Wilks is delighted to confirm that over £9oo was raised from 

these two events - a splendid amount which  should help to make 

a handsome contribution to helping to fund next August’s French 

trip. Many thanks to Phil Di-Duca (Chair) and the Parent Council 

for their support...and many thanks also to the many pupils, 

staff, parents and friends who gave generously of their time, 



Macmillan Coffee Afternoon 
 

Ms Thurnell writes... 

On the afternoon of October 10th students and staff at Kilchuimen 
Academy & Kilchuimen Primary and members of the public met in 
the school hall to raise money for Macmillan nurses. Their  
combined efforts, both at baking and consuming the tasty treats 
raised an outstanding £206. Thank you and well done! It was  
wonderful to see the steady stream of students and teachers  
moving through the hall during the afternoon, meeting for a chat 
over a cake or two and many, many laughs whilst raising money for 
such a good cause. Thanks go to everyone who baked for us.  
Particular thanks go to Lisa Henderson, Shannon Stewart and Miss 
Thomson for their baking and, during the afternoon, for Taylor 
McDonald’s very professional service of teas and coffees. Thank 
you to all to these ladies and to Adam Tulloch S1 for helping the 
event to run smoothly and to the students of S2, S5 and S6 who 
helped to get the hall ready for the event.  

Poppy Appeal Buskathon 

Local Poppy Appeal Coordinator, Bill Hepburn, has confirmed 
that approximately £670 was raised in the local community for 
this worthy cause.  £170 of this was raised by the Academy via 
charity cans in Reception and from the now traditional  
Buskathon organised by Mrs MacDonald and Ms Sharples.  Well 
done to those who performed and well done to all those who 
contributed! 

Christmas Footnote... 

            

           Mrs MacDonald, Ms Sharples, Ms Thurnell and a group of 
pupils joined Rev Tabea Baader and members of the local Praise 
Choir in a carol-singing visit to the Telford Centre. Carol-singing 
in the village is planned for the second-last day of term.  Any funds 
raised will go to the Ebola Crisis Appeal. 

             

             £30 from National Christmas Jumper Day will be donated 
to Save the Children Fund. 

            

            Many thanks for contributions the school has already  
received for our Lochaber Food Bank Appeal. 



 

Staffing and 3-18 Update 

Ms Gibbons writes… 

As confirmed in the formal letter accompanying this newsletter,  
I am pleased to confirm that the new management structure for 
the 3-18 Kilchuimen campus is now in place, following Mrs Walk-
er being confirmed as Primary DHT with effect from December 1st 
and Mrs Wilks taking up post as PT (SfL) on December 8th.  We 
wish both ladies every success in their posts. 

Mrs Wilks is particularly pleased to join the Kilchuimen staff at 
such a crucial and exciting time as the schools move towards an 
integrated 3-18 campus. Recently, Mrs Wilks has been working 
with looked after children and young people with additional  
support needs where she developed her keen interest in Support 
for Learning. Prior to this she has worked across the 3-18  
spectrum in a range of urban, rural, remote and island schools.  

Mrs Wilks plans to hold Review Meetings in January and will be 
contacting parents to that effect after the holidays. In the  
interim, she can be contacted through the school office on 01320 
366296. 

Former pupil of Lochaber High School and recently retired  
St. Joseph’s Academy Kilmarnock DHT, Ms Lucas will take up 
post in January as the new Academy SQA Chief Invigilator. 

DATES FOR DIARIES 

 Monday Jan 5th—  

school re-opens 

 Tuesday Jan 13th —  

Parent Meeting with Norma 

Young, AEM 5pm  

(tbc  next term) 

 Monday Jan 19th-  

Prelims begin 

 Monday 16th &  

Tuesday  Feb 17th - holiday 

 Wednesday 18th— Staff Inset 

 Thursday Apr 2nd—  

school closes 

 Monday Apr 20th—  

school re-opens 

 Thursday Apr 30th  -  

SQA exams begin 

“I am looking forward to working 
with staff and developing the SFL 
Team (3-18) and to meeting and  
getting to know pupils, staff and 

their parents.” 

S. Wilks, PT SfL (3-18) 

Lessons from Auschwitz 

Senior pupils, Tierney Lloyd and Holly MacLean, participated in a Holocaust Educational Trust visit to Poland in 

the Autumn of this year. Please find the girls’ powerful witness testimony overleaf. 



Tierney and Holly write… 

Our time in Auschwitz was one of the most thought provoking experiences we have ever had. The thought of  

millions of innocent people being punished for who they were is undeniably surreal to say the least.  

Hearing from a survivor in the first part of our Lessons from Auschwitz Project was an enlightening and powerful 

insight into what the Holocaust was like. We have never been so captured by someone’s story, and we’re sure it is one 

we will remember for the rest of our lives. Before he stood up to address the hundreds of students that were in the 

room, he spoke to Holly and me, asking us where we were from and what we were expecting from the trip without us 

realising who this man was. Once he stood up and walked to the front of the room, we were in complete shock. We 

had no idea we were speaking to a living survivor of the Second World War (as if it was a normal everyday  

experience), one of the most horrid events that humanity has inflicted upon ourselves.  I was in such awe. 

Going to Poland put pictures to words and was an incredibly insightful yet a very disturbing experience.  Auschwitz I 

was the complete opposite of what we would ever expect of a concentration camp. It was astonishingly pretty and 

peaceful… apart from the fact it was surrounded by a tall double electric barbed wired fence. The exhibitions in the 

concentration camp containing so many belongings (such as shoes, bags, prosthetics, pots and pans, and hair) gave 

us an image of how big the sheer scale of Hitler’s scheme was and helped show that every person affected by the  

Holocaust were individuals with their own lives and stories to tell, no different to us. The hair was the most shocking 

exhibition to see, a long glass wall filled with hair still containing ribbons, and hair clips, they were also still in their 

braids and ponytails.  

When we first walked up the infamous watchtower of Auschwitz II – Birkenau, we couldn’t see the other end of the 

camp, showing us the vast scale of the place. It was impossible to imagine it covered in millions of innocent people. 

Placed on a large area of the camp, on either side of the railway track were fields of old chimneys, the only part that 

remained from the horse sheds that held the victims beds and toilets. Initially we thought that the sheds were quite 

big… until we were told that over 700 people would be packed into a single shed. Near the tracks was an original  

carriage that would transport hundreds of prisoners to the camp. When the survivor told us about his journey he said 

that it was the moment he became dehumanized. This was because he would pray for people to die for his survival. 

The conditions in these carriages were so extreme that every morning bodies would be dragged out before the  

journey continued. This was due to no ventilation, no windows, no food and far too many people crammed into one 

carriage. 
 

Towards the end of our day we came to a room that was filled with three walls covered in family photos that  

belonged to the victims. This showed us the individuality of every person affected by the Holocaust. This was an 

emotional time as we could relate to the pictures and stories. At the very end of our experience our entire group 

(consisting of over 230 people) gathered at the end of the train tracks for a commemorative ceremony. We sang 

songs, listened to prayers and poems and listened to the Rabbi sing a traditional Jewish song. Although we did not 

know what the words meant we could understand how he was feeling. Before we entered Auschwitz II – Birkenau we 

were given a memorial candle each, which we lit at the end of the ceremony and placed around the train tracks. This 

gave us time to reflect on the day that we had.  Holly and I have learnt so much on this trip and would encourage 

anyone to do it. Learning about the holocaust is only part of the experience; you get the chance to make so many new 

friends, increase your confidence and learn about so much more than just the timeline story.   

As the final part of the Lessons From Auschwitz project, we have to teach other people about our experience and 

what we have learnt.  So, to do this we created a scrapbook containing a summary of our day, and many pictures of 

the camps, with explanations of the different features of Auschwitz I and Auschwitz II – Birkenau.  We will then show 

this to the wider community in hope that people will learn as much as we did. 

Tierney Lloyd and Holly MacLean 



Sports Update 

 

Miss Stafford reports… 

 

Football 

Junior boys narrowly missed out on qualifying for the final of the Small Schools Football Championship, 

losing 2-1 to Glen Urquhart in the first game, beating Kinlochleven 2-1 then losing 4-3 to Mallaig in the last 

game after being 3-1 up.  The boys played very well, especially considering they had to travel with no subs. 

Senior Boys were away at Mallaig for their Small Schools fixtures. They put in some good  

performances during the games but unfortunately didn't qualify finishing in the unlucky position of 3rd. 

Senior Girls entered a team in small schools for the first time in a couple of years. The girls put in good  

performances in all the games but unfortunately didn't qualify. The highlight though was an outstanding 

individual goal by Niamh Lumsden S5 to beat 4 players then put an excellent finish past GUHS keeper to 

earn us a 1-1 draw. 

Sports Leaders 

Several senior pupils (Rory Clark, Louis Di-Duca, Luke Bloodworth, Archie Johnstone, James MacKenzie, 

Maciej Owczarek and Aileigh Hodson) have now completed their PCS (Positive Coaching Scotland)  

certificate.  This qualification is about creating a positive environment in youth sport - one which focuses on 

encouraging effort and learning, improving performance and fostering competition. This focus helps young 

people to understand the importance of effort rather than winning at all costs. Pupils can use this qualifica-

tion extra-curricular sessions they run after school.  

Additional Funding 

Kilchuimen Academy has been awarded £1000 from sportscotland as part of  the Fit4Girls Project.  Garry 

McKay (Active Schools Co-ordinator) and Miss Stafford, who submitted the application, are hoping to fund 

equipment for the new Martial Arts/Fitness Club, which will be starting on Tuesday 13th January from  

3.45 - 4.45pm, as well as purchasing ipods and music for the PE department.  

Councillor Margaret Davidson opens the  

refurbished Tech and Computing areas 



E-twinning Certificate 

Well done to Mr Armand and Modern Languages pupils who have secured their e-twinning certificate . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prize Winners 

Well done to Alanna S3, Siobhan S1, Hannah S2 & runner-up Liam S2 who are this year’s Christmas Card 

Competition winners.  Their designs are featured (left to right) above. 

Congratulations to Millie Saunders S3 & Alexandra Rivers S1 who are this year’s Christmas Story Competition 

winners. Runners-up prizes were also awarded to Jessie Lumsden S2 and Kieran Mead S2. 

Prizes also go to Alexandra Rivers S1 & Mungo Blakey S2 who were awarded the highest number of House 

Points in Caledonia and Scotia respectively. 

Highland Young Musicians  
 

Millie Saunders, Melanie Wyatt, Shannon Hosie , Maciej Owczarek 

and Milosz Owczarek  

pictured left at the recent concert in Aviemore 



 Christmas Ceildih Photo Gallery 

This year’s Christmas Ceilidh was widely acclaimed to have been one of the best dances ever.  Many 

thanks to David Bowen for the music and to Rhoda Stewart and Bel Henderson for the catering.  The 

best dancers on the night were judged to be Taylor McDonald and Luke Bloodworth.  Prizes for  

Best-Dressed Girl and Boy were awarded to Melanie Wyatt and James MacKenzie.  Beth Lumsden  

received a special prize from Ms Gibbons for her wonderful shoes. 



Christmas Ceildih Photo Gallery (cont.) 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all at Kilchuimen Academy! 


