Dates for Diaries

June 2013

Kilchuimen Academy News
Music for a Summer’s Evening
"When music made us all unite"

 SQA Results—by Tues
6th August
 Staff Inset—Mon 19th
August
 Pupils return to
school—Tues 20th Aug

(Jes s i e J., " P ri ce T ag" )
A splendid evening of music was provided by Academy pupils and staff on June 20th. Music teacher, Catherine MacDonald,
was the driving force behind the event, ably supported by Kathryn Sharples and Kate Reid (whose sister and fellow-band
member, Meggan, drove to Fort Augustus specially to take part in the concert). The varied programme included music from
Emily Sande to George Gerswhin and from Scottish traditional to the 1st movement of Sammartini’s Cello Sonata.
S1 and S2 pupils performed as an ensemble and the soloists included Melanie Wyatt (S2), Maciej Owczarek (S4),
Fiona MacCormick (S5) and Emily-May Winstanley (S6).
The final item of the first half of the concert was dedicated to Ghana—Miss Mavor will be visiting Ghana for a month during
the summer and nearly £70 was raised on the spot towards the work she will be doing with Ghanaian young people during
that visit. We are hoping that she may even be able to establish a link between Kilchuimen Academy and a school in Ghana.
Nearly £350 was made towards the purchase of new instruments for the Music Department.
As part of the vote of thanks, in traditional fashion, flowers were present by Emily, Fiona and Maciej to Ms Sharples,
Miss Reid and Mrs MacDonald for all their hard work in preparing everyone for the occasion. There was special thanks to
Dave McConville for his technical support during rehearsals and on the night.
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School uniform can be ordered online from Highland Schoolwear website on the following link:
http://www.highlandschoolwear.co.uk/catalogue?skl_id=488&pager=view_all

S5/6 Induction: Project London!
This year’s S5/6 Induction Week began later than usual on June
10th to accommodate the number of SQA exams scheduled
right up to the end of the first week in June. The programme
included a close look at the expectations a school and senior
pupils should have of each other; course choices and forward
planning; training from the Scottish Ambulance Service;
organisation for the Leavers’ Ball; a Treasure Hunt in Inverness
designed to gauge ability to follow instructions...and Project
London! The challenge was to undertake a feasibility study
looking at the practicalities of a whole-school trip to
London next summer and how the trip could be funded. Pupils
had then to present their findings to everyone in Assembly.
Not surprisingly their presentation generated a great deal of
interest and enthusiasm and senior pupils will be consulting
further on Project London with pupils and parents in the course
of next term.

Well done, Jamie Walker!

Many congratulations to Jamie Walker (S2) who has been awarded first prize in a competition to ‘Design a Board’ for the
Aberdeen Asset Management Scottish Open, held at Castle Stuart Golf Links, 11 – 14 July 2013. Jamie’s artwork was
selected from hundreds of entries by Scottish golfer and Aberdeen Asset Management ambassador, Paul Lawrie (see above).
Youngsters aged under 16 at schools and golf clubs in the Highlands and Islands area were invited to submit artwork
depicting ‘Golf in the Highlands’, which would be turned into a 2.4m x 1m on-course board for use throughout the
tournament. In addition to having his artwork displayed , Jamie and his family have been invited to the Aberdeen Asset
Management Pavilion for afternoon tea during the tournament. £1,000 of junior golf equipment will also be donated to
Kilchuimen Academy. More on this story can be found at the following links:
http://www.europeantour.com/europeantour/season=2013/tournamentid=2013054/news/newsid=197793.html
http://www.aamscottishopen.com/articles/design-board-competition-winner-announced

Induction for new S1 pupils: Fairburn trip
Accompanied by Miss Stafford, Miss Mavor and senior buddies, next year’s S1 pupils were invited to an outdoor
day at Fairburn Activity Centre as part of getting to know their new school.

16+Transiiton: FAGCC Apprenticeship S cheme
Fort Augustus & Glenmoriston Community Company (FAGCC), Glengarry Trust and Stratherrick & Foyers
Community Trust recently announced the launch of a joint apprenticeship scheme to support young people
within the three community council boundaries of Fort Augustus & Glenmoriston, Glengarry and Stratherrick &
Foyers. The three Community Trusts receive community benefit funds from either SSE (Glendoe Dam) or Falck
Renewables (Millennium Wind Farm). The school’s 16+ Team (Ms Gibbons, Mr Munro, Miss Macraild & YDO,
Kirsten Petrie) were delighted to Kilchuimen Academy’s support to the setting up of such an important initiative.
Details of the scheme and application process can be seen on the Fort Augustus & Glenmoriston Community
Company website, www.communitycompany.co.uk.

More about 16+…
As high youth unemployment figures continue to dominate press headlines, the school has been ensuring
that pupils in S4-6 are offered a range of opportunities to find out about the demands of the workplace.
There have been trips to Rio Tinto, Rolls Royce (dropping into the Transport Museum) and Marine
Harvest. Mr Munro and Miss MacRaild also recently accompanied a group of senior pupils to an
Employability Fair held at Inverness College.

Summer Term News
Staffing
Mr Munro, who has been PT (Pupil Support) since Easter 2012, is stepping down from his promoted post to take
up a Teacher of Chemistry post in Inverness Royal Academy. Mr Munro hopes to be able to spend more time with
his lovely new baby daughter, Lily. Mr Munro has made a considerable impact in his short time in the school,
popular with pupils and staff alike. It had originally been planned that Mr Munro, although intending to move,
would still be with us at the beginning of the new term. That will not now be possible. Pupils said their goodbyes
to Mr Munro at the annual Os
rs. We wish Mr Munro every success in the future. The school has
advertised a PT (Pupil Support) vacancy. Parents will be updated with any staffing news during the holidays.
We have been delighted to have Miss Reid back with us teaching Modern Languages in the summer term. When
Miss Reid left us two years ago, she was off to tour with her band. This time she is considering heading off to Peru
later in the year to brush up on some Spanish! We wish her all the best. Looking ahead, Mr Olivier Armand will
take over in the Modern Languages Department in August. Also looking ahead, Miss MacRaild (Technology) will
be teaching five days a week with us next session instead of the current four day a week arrangement;
Miss Stafford (PE) will be teaching four days a week with us next year instead of the current three and a half day a
week arrangement; Miss Mavor (History) returns on a four day a week basis.

Car washing for Ghana
Pupils from S1 and S2 helped played their part in raising money for Miss
Mavor’s trip to Ghana by car-washing. Well done, guys!

S4 Induction / Careers
As part of their transition into S4, a whole-day induction programme was
designed for S3 pupils who had to attend school in interview gear and
undergo a number of skills tests. The interviews were carried out by staff
volunteers, one of whom in particular made a very special effort to dress
for the occasion…

S1 River Study Trip
...and again suitably attired for the occasion, Bill was also to be seen
assisting Mr Ross with the S1 River Study trip.

Bannockburn
The battle of Bannockburn was re-enacted within the confines of the Social Studies Room when the Learning &
Teaching team from Bannockburn provided a half-day session for S1 & S2.

Sports News
The weather was relatively kind on the afternoon of June 18th and Sports Day was able to go ahead, impeded by only a
fine drizzle. Although much energy was expended and records were broken, the highlight of the afternoon for many was
the spectacle of Mr Wilks joining the wrong House team in the tug of war. It is probably fair to say that Scotians were
rather more delighted by this than Mr Wilks’ fellow Caledonians!

Sports Champions 2012
Junior Girls
Champion

Ffion Allcock

2nd

Millie Saunders

rd

3

Phoebe Lloyd

Junior Boys
Champion
nd

James Brownlie

2

Kenny Pittam

3rd

Jack Allan & Andrew McArthur

Senior Girls
Champion

Aileigh Hodson

nd

Niamh Lumsden

rd

Eirinn Hosie & Kaitlin Thorn

2
3

Senior Boys
Champion
nd

Maciej Owczarek

2

Angus Blakey & Rory Clark

3rd

Cameron Edwards

House Sports Champions

Scotia

New School Records

Event

New Record

Connor MacKinnon

800m Senior

2min 36

Niamh Lumsden

400m Senior

1min 25

Angus Blakey & Maciej Owczarek

Long Jump Senior

5metres

Darrin Brownlie

Javelin Senior

32m 60

Niamh Lumsden

Javelin Senior

26m 90

Becky Hodson

Shot Putt Senior

11m 20

Kilchuimen Masters 2013
Best Individual – Jesse Rodgers
Best Junior – Rory Clark
Longest Drive – Darrin Brownlie

Shinty
Russell Jones, the Shinty Development Officer, has recently been delivering Shinty taster sessions to S1 -3 pupils It is hoped that this
will encourage links to the local shinty team Glengarry. As well as the taster sessions, Russell has kindly donated First Shi nty Equipment
to the school to assist in delivering Shinty next year both in curriculum and extra-curriculum time.

Leavers’ Ball 2013
In keeping with tradition, this year’s Leavers’ Ball was organised by the new senior S5/6 team.
Prizes for “Best Dressed” were awarded to Holly MacLean and Cameron Edwards and the best dancers
were judged to be Bethany Lumsden and Maciej Owczarek.

