
Parents, grandparents, former pupils and friends of the school turned out 

in great numbers on the evening of June 19th to enjoy the Kilchuimen  

Academy Commonwealth Concert 2014.  Under the unerring musical 

direction of Mrs Catherine MacDonald, assisted by Ms Sharples and  

Ms Thurnell, a varied programme of songs and music from around the 

Commonwealth and other parts of the world entertained people of all 

ages in the audience.  Vocal solos from school leavers, Fiona  

MacCormick and David Saunders, deservedly earned rapturous applause 

as did the performance of cellist, Maciej Owczarek.  Playing his clarinet as 

a guest performer, Fr Andrew Harden added a professional touch to the 

evening.  Stars of the future will undoubtedly include accordionist  

Shannon Hosie, viola player Milosz Owczarek, Andrew McArthur on 

drums and vocalists Melanie Wyatt, Millie Saunders and Phoebe Lloyd.  

“Fort Augustus Stories” were recounted through music and drama by 

Kilchuimen Primary P7 and S1/2 pupils.  The evening was brought to a 

fitting conclusion with an ensemble version of “Flame”, the anthem for 

the Commonwealth Games Glasgow 2014.  The posters for the event 

were designed by S3 and the programme for the evening featured the new 

logo (see right) of the Music Department, designed by Jamie Walker (S3), 

winner of last year’s “Design a Board” competition for the Scottish 

Open.             Please turn to p. 2 for a photo gallery of the concert. 
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Edinburgh Trip 

Accompanied by Miss MacRaild and Miss Stafford, senior pupils headed for an overnight cultural and fun 

trip to Edinburgh to celebrate successful completion of Skills for Work Energy and Sport & Recreation. 

Dates for diaries 

 SQA results to pupils – 

Tuesday August 5th  

 School re-opens for pupils 

—  Tuesday August 19th  



Commonwealth Concert Photo Gallery 



Kilchuimen “Masters” 2014  

held this year at Spean Bridge 

 Longest Drive - Connor MacKinnon 

 Nearest the pin - Jesse Rodgers 

 Best Score - Jesse Rodgers 

 

Boy Racers 

Ben and Reece are quick off the mark 

on a recent S1-3 trip to Landmark 

accompanied by  

Ms Chapman (PT SfL) & Ms Sharples 

S1 Litter-pick 

Encouraged  by Mrs Knott & Bill, 

S1 don gloves and high-viz vests  

to  “do their bit” for the  

environment and the community 

Well done, Cadet McDonald... 
Taylor McDonald (S5) will represent 1st Battalion Highlanders Army Cadet 
Force July 8th at the presentation of the new divisional flash for  
AFC Scotland. This event will take place at Edinburgh Castle just after the 
one o’clock gun salute. The programme will include refreshments in the 
Officers’ Mess at the castle and a media photo shoot.  In attendance will be 
the General Officer Commanding Scotland amongst other high ranking  
officials from the armed forces. Taylor was chosen by Major Reid,  
OC Inverness Company and Lt Cameron, OC Fort Augustus Detachment for 
her continued commitment to the cadets and 100 % attendance record. This 
promises to be a memorable day out for Taylor at what is an historic  
occasion for ACF Scotland. 



S5/6 Induction Challenge: Commonwealth  

The first week back after Study Leave is inevitably a busy one for the new S5/6. Expectations (and responsibilities) are 

discussed; courses begin to be sorted; prizes have been voted for; Scholar training is undertaken, and the planning of the 

Leavers’ Ball has to get underway.  However, the main challenge of the week is learning to work together in a different way, 

with (this year) the “Commonwealth Challenge”. Pupils were split into six teams (Australia, India, South Africa, Kenya, 

Jamaica and Wales), and each had to create a stall about their country, after researching all sorts of facts about flags, food, 

games, animals, national dress, and any other information they could come up with. The culmination of this was to be a 

Kilchuimen Commonwealth Celebration on the Friday afternoon, where S2, S3 and S4 would go round all the stalls, sampling 

food, playing games, taking part in challenges, and gaining “passport stamps” from the various countries. There was then a vote 

as to which country and team had done the best, and whose stall was the most exciting and enticing.  The brief for this 

challenge was designed by Miss MacRaild and Miss Stafford who commented, "All teams involved created very interesting 

stalls that celebrated the music, food, history and sport of their chosen country.  It was a very close run competition, but 
Australia came out as eventual winners. Well done to all the senior pupils who put a lot of time and effort into creating an 

enjoyable event for the rest of the school."  Poppadom Queen, Aileigh Hodson (see centre left below) was later heard to say, 

“That day was soooo much fun!” 

Farewell to Mrs Beaton 

After more than twenty years of sterling service to the teaching of Art in the school, Mrs 

Beaton is opting for well-deserved retirement.  On behalf of the school, Holly MacLean (S5) 

paid tribute to Mrs Beaton’s dedication at the OsKArs, the school’s alternative awards  

ceremony.  Many pupils have benefited from Mrs Beaton’s enthusiasm for her subject and 

the strong work ethic she instilled in those destined to go on with the study of Art.  Under her 

excellent tutelage, more youngsters won regional and national Art competitions than any 

small school might reasonably have expected of its pupils.  Towards the end of this academic 

year, Mrs Beaton was delighted to receive the news that former pupil, Rebecca Skeoch, had 

just been awarded a First Class Honours Degree in Textiles and Design from Heriot-Watt  

University, a tribute both to Rebecca’s own hard work and talent and to the good start in Art 

education she received from Mrs Beaton.  When she departs the KA Art & Kiln Rooms for 

the last time, Mrs Beaton will retreat to the peace of a garden studio where creativity, she 

hopes, will be undisturbed by the period bells!  Miss Eilidh Stewart will take over in Art 

next session. 



Sports Day 2014 

House Champions Caledonia 

 

Junior Girls 

Champion  Phoebe Lloyd 

2nd Place   Jessie Lumsden 

3rd Place   Hannah Whittaker & Alanna MacDonald 

Junior Boys 

Champion  Liam Gilchrist 

2nd Place   Kieran Mead 

3rd Place   Evan MacDonald 

Senior Girls 

Champion  Niamh Lumsden 

2nd Place   Aileigh Hodson 

3rd Place   Melanie Wyatt & Bethany Lumsden 

Senior Boys 

Champion  Maciej Owczarek 

2nd Place   Rhuairaidh MacDonald 

3rd Place   Rory Clark 

Staffing Update 

 There will be changes in SfL next year as Ms Chapman leaves to take up a post in Alness Academy. Thanks to  

Ms Chapman for all her hard work, over the last couple of years, were offered by Shannon Stewart (S5) on behalf of the 

school at the OsKArs.  We wish Ms Chapman all the best in her new post.  Discussions are underway with the Area  

Education Office to advertise for a new PT SfL.   

 We look forward to Miss Mavor (who is enviably spending the last week of term on a course for teachers at the  

Palace of Westminster in London, courtesy of the Parliament Education Service), Ms Thurnell and Mr Armand being 

back with us next year.  Mr Graeme Jones will join us in Geography. 

 Discussions continue around Kilchuimen Primary and Kilchuimen Academy becoming a 3-18 campus. Ms Gibbons 

will update parents about the latest developments in the new term. 

Uist Dates 

Likely dates for the Uist Lochmaddy Outdoor Centre residential trip, which will be offered to S3/4 pupils next year, are  

9th -12th September.  The tradition of going to Uist early in the Autumn, with the emphasis on independence and facing new 

challenges, remains an important part of transition towards Senior Phase education, particularly for S4 pupils.  The paperwork 

for the trip will go immediately after we return to school.  To give pupils a chance to save up over the holidays, we are saying 

now that the cost is likely to be in the region of £80 per head (which effectively means the school bearing over 50% of the 

overall costs for the trip.) 



News in Brief 

 

Afternoon Tea 

In keeping with what is now a well-established tradition, Ms Gibbons 

accompanied by S6 Registration Tutor Mr Cooper, treated S6 Leavers  

to Afternoon Tea at the Glengarry Castle Hotel. 

 

Sound Equipment 

Many thank to Matthew MacIver (now Activities Agreement Coordinator and formerly KA’s Active 

Schools Coordinator) for directing some new sound and recording equipment in the direction of the school.  

Matthew has lined up John Sinclair, one-time keyboard player for Ozzy Osbourne, to help us set up and 

familiarise ourselves with the equipment. 

 

Repairs to the Tech Area 

As is often the case with building projects, repairs to the Tech area of the school have taken longer than 

originally estimated.  Given, however, the importance of removing asbestos from those areas affected by 

water ingress following burst pipes, it is more important that the job is done thoroughly rather than quickly.   

Ms Gibbons has been in regular contact with experts from Highland Council and now expects it to be  

business as usual in August. 

 

Creative Writing Follow-up Workshop 

Last term, a group of Academy pupils enjoyed the opportunity to work with published local writer and  

anthologist John Glenday, as part of a UHI adult education programme. Rachael Kay, Shannon Stewart, 

Holly MacLean, Eirinn Hosie and Millie Saunders took time out from a day’s lessons to attend the course in 

the Village Hall where they represented the school in admirable fashion, being praised by John Glenday and 

the other adults on the course for their originality, skill and literary endeavours.  As a follow-up, John visited 

the Academy in late June, to give a morning’s writing workshop for 20 pupils.  Ms Sharples was again  

delighted by the response of her pupils and she confidently expects the next Kilchuimen Academy  

Anthology will soon be on everyone’s must-have Christmas list! 

 

P7/S1 Transition—Fairburn Trip 

 



Awards Ceremony 2014 

Congratulations to this year’s major prize winners whose achievements reflect so much hard work on the part 
of pupils and teachers.  The school was delighted to welcome Bill Alexander, Director of Care and Learning 
as Guest of Honour to present the prizes. The blessing was offered by Rt. Rev. Hugh Gilbert OSB. 
 

S1 Achievement   Mungo Blakey 
S1 Effort    Jessie Lumsden, Stuart McArthur 

 

S2 Achievement   Millie Saunders 
S2 Effort    Phoebe Lloyd  

 

S3 Achievement   Joe Kennard, Andrew McArthur 
S3 Effort    Kenneth Pittam   
 
S4 Achievement   Archie Johnstone 
S4 Effort    Louis Di-Duca, Rosie Stoddart 

 

S5/6 Achievement                         Fiona MacDonald 
S5/6 Effort    Aileigh Hodson 

 

Contribution to the Arts  Fiona MacCormick 
Contribution to Sport  Cameron Edwards 

 
Senior Sports Champions  Niamh Lumsden, Maciej Owczarek 
Junior Sports Champions  Phoebe Lloyd,  Liam Gilchrist 
 

Caledonia House Points winner Fiona MacCormick 
Scotia House Points winner        Jessie Lumsden     

 

Depute Head Teacher’s Challenge Award 

Shannon Stewart 
 

Head Teacher’s Award for Service to the School  
(Sponsored by Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Varwell) 

Cameron Edwards & Hannah Smith 

 

In preparation for working towards a Growing Award, pupils from S1 and S3 visited 

Nessgro, a 200 hectare Organic Farm on the Moray Coast.  Nessgro plants, grows,  

harvests and packages a variety of carrots organically, which are then sold to  

supermarkets. Mr Ian Burr, the manager, talked about the bio security measures 

which are needed for the product to be labelled organic.  The pupils visited the wash 

facility and packhouse and were shown how the carrots are prepared before dispatch.  

They also visited the growing fields and got to dig up a few purple, yellow and orange 

carrots. 



Leavers’ Ball Photo Gallery 

Good Luck, Class of  2014! 

Prizes for Best dancer went to Rosie Stoddart and Louis Di-Duca.   

Prizes for Best Dressed were awarded to  

Maire Brown, Ruth Bloodworth and Jesse Rodgers. 

N.B. Please remember to get out on the street and support David Saunders 

when he carries the Queen’s Baton on July 12th! 


