October 2012

Kilchuimen Academy News
Scottish Scientists Competition
Winners
The Art of Science
Instead of Kilchuimen Academy heading south on four separate long
journeys to visit Scotland’s major science centres, these important
institutions are coming to us!
A huge well done to last year’s S1/2 and Mrs Beaton whose combined
talents in poster design have won a major science event for the whole
school. (Left—poster designed by Maire Brown and Louis Di-Duca).
The proposed Science Festival will be held on Tuesday October 30th
when every pupil will be able to take part in two of the activities—one
hands-on workshop and one interactive exhibition session.
Glasgow Science Centre will set up their Bodyworks workshop in the
school hall and run separate sessions for S1-2 pupils, S3-4
pupils and S5-6 pupils.
Satrosphere Science Centre will facilitate a Soapbox Enterprise workshop for S1-2 pupils and this will be set up in a lab environment.
Dundee Science Centre will run Genes in a Bottle workshops, one for S3
pupils and one for S4 pupils.
Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh will offer their Let’s Talk workshop to S5-6
pupils.
At a special Assembly for all on Monday Sept
24th senior pupils modelled schoolwear from
the Highland Uniform Shop. An invitation to
parents, earlier in the year, to join a working
group on school dress code, elicited a very
disappointing response. Senior pupils and
S5/6 PSE teacher, Miss Chapman, would now
like to take a lead in the matter. They will
be formally contacting and consulting with
parents after the October break.

Dates for the Diary
 Monday 22nd & Tuesday

23rd October—Staff Inset
days
 Wednesday 24th October—

school re-opens for pupils
 Tuesday 27th November —

S4-6 Parents’ Evening (tbc)
 Tuesday 18th December—

Christmas Dance (tbc)
 Thursday 20th December –

school closes
 Monday 7th January —

school re-opens
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How up-to date are you with Highland Council Guidelines relating to part-time employment of young people? See P. 2.

News In Brief
Staffing Update
Miss Mikaela Chapman, whose appointment we announced before the summer holiday, took up post as PT
(Support for Learning) on August 27th . Miss Chapman is teaching Higher Psychology in addition to her SfL
commitments. Mr Iain Ross has joined the staff as Teacher of Geography. Miss Laura Wilson, Maths student
from the University of Aberdeen, joins us for part of next two terms.

Parent Forum Office Bearers
At the meeting of the Parent Forum on Thursday September 20th , the new Parent Council office bearers were confirmed. Bill Hall remains Chair; Bill Hepburn remains Vice-Chair; Harry Whiteside has been co-opted as Treasurer
and Graham Wilks takes over as Secretary. The school is hugely grateful for their support.

British Council Funding for Ms Sharples and Miss Walker
Well done to Ms Sharples and Miss Walker who have both secured Comenius funding towards additional training
during the month of October. Ms Sharples will be setting off on a Reflective Leadership course in Andalucia in Spain.
Miss Walker will be attending a French Immersion course in Lyons in France.

Events
This term S5/6 have attended Driving Ambition, a one-day driving / road safety course in Inverness; Eden Court
Theatre visited the school to perform Baggage, a play about mental health issues and stress, as part of the
S1-3 PSE programme; pupils from S4-6 have also been able to attend in school a one-day workshop entitled
Journey into Construction; Mrs MacDonald accompanied the musicians of all ages who attended the Highland Music
Day on October 4th; well done to S1 who organised a Pink Day to raise money for Breast Cancer Research.

Standards & Quality Report 2011-12
The S&Q Report for last session is in the process of being finalized.
After discussion with Ruth Binks, the school’s Quality Improvement
Officer, it will be circulated shortly after the October break.

Shinty news
Congratulations to former pupil, Martin Johnstone from Invergarry
who has been chosen for the U21 Scotland squad. The current school
team, even including younger brother Ryan (second from right) , who
have just won one, drawn one but lost two of their recent games,
have quite a bit to go to match up to Martin’s high standards!

Regulations relating to Part-time Work
Part-time work undertaken by pupils in holiday and term time, has arisen as an important issue in school and at the
recent meeting of the Parent Forum. The school recognises the important role of part-time work in the lives of
young people and in the community: the promotion of skills for life and work; affording young people the
opportunity to contribute to family budgets and to achieve a degree of financial independence; creating a pool
of part-time and seasonal workers available to local employers. However, clearly a worrying number of young
people are undertaking part-time work commitments which seriously infringe the regulations intended to
safeguard them and which are likely to jeopardise their studies in the long run. Permission forms which should be
signed by employers, parents and the school, allowing the number of hours worked and potential impact on
studies to be monitored, are falling out of use. As a reminder, the school is circulating hard copies of the form
and guidelines to all families with this newsletter. Further information relating to Highland Council’s
byelaws on the employment of children and young people can easily be found at the link below.

http://www.highland.gov.uk/yourcouncil/committees/committeeinformation/byelaw-employ-child99.htm
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S4 Uist Trip
Already hardened to the outdoors by their Duke of Edinburgh expedition earlier in the year, S4’s
September residential trip to Lochmaddy Outdoor Centre was a great success despite inclement weather.
Accompanied by Mr Cooper and Miss Stafford, pupils again responded enthusiastically to the challenge of doing their own
catering and participating, weather permitting, in a range of outdoor activities that could have included abseiling, rock
climbing, kayaking, pier jumping and coasteering.

Visit to RAF Leuchars
A full-day excursion to the air show at RAF
Leuchars was again organised by Mr and Mrs
Wilks. The sun shone and a fine time was had
by all. The Leuchars trip usually coincides
with the week of Ms Gibbons’ birthday and it
is now traditional for Mrs Wilks to phone
Ms Gibbons at some point on the journey and
for the whole minibus to sing Happy Birthday.
Ms Gibbons judged this year’s to be the best
version ever!
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House Officials and Highland Youth Voice Representatives
Voting by pupils and staff has taken place to appoint House Captains & House Sports
Captains for 2012-13. New Highland Youth Voice representatives have also been elected.
Caledonia
House Captain
House Vice-Captain
Sports Captain
Sports Vice-Captain

Sophie McCallum
Calum Hepburn
Ryan Johnstone
Maciej Owczarek

Scotia
House Captain
House Vice-Captain
Sports Captain
Sports Vice-Captain

David Saunders
Tessa Campbell
Jesse Rodgers
Cameron Edwards

Highland Youth Voice Representatives
Hannah Smith
Brodie Clark
Well done also to Jesse Rodgers and Cameron Edwards for representing the school as
Young Ambassadors for sport.
We congratulate all above on being elected and wish them well in their new important roles.
(Thanks go to Youth Development Officer, Kirsten Petrie and Active Schools Coordinator,
Lindsay Campbell for their support of our young people in so many ways.)

Where are they now?
Now an accomplished linguist, Lucy Findlay left Kilchuimen Academy at the age of sixteen
in 1994. This Autumn she has taken up a place at the University of Edinburgh to read Modern
Languages. After leaving school, Lucy took some Highers at college and also spent significant
periods of time abroad. With the Cenacolo Community, which is devoted to helping young
people change their lives, she spent 5 years in Italy, 2 years in Peru and 18 months in France.
More recently for part of Session 2010-11 Lucy worked as a Relief Learning Support Auxiliary
in the school, whilst also studying for Higher French and Spanish. Lucy delayed taking up her
university place to work for a year in an orphanage in South Africa...now Edinburgh University
has waived Lucy’s first year to go straight into the second year of her course...the year she
gave to others has been given back to her!
One of the school leavers from Class of 2011, Dana Aitken was consistent in her ambition
to work in the dental health field. Quiet determination and hard work in S5&6 earned Dana a
place at the University of the West of Scotland. However, after consideration of all the
options, Dana decided to go straight into the world of work. She currently works for the
Stoneyfield Dental Surgery in Inverness and is attending the Centre for Health Sciences at
Raigmore Hospital working towards Level 3 SVQ in Dental Nursing. According to her Mum,
Dana is loving her work at the surgery and beginning her studies again.
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