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Autumn Summary

A

s the autumn term draws to a close, it seems the ideal time to reflect on a
hectic term. You may be aware that Ms Gibbons has, unfortunately, been
unable to be in school due to illness. However, it is expected that she will
return for the start of the new term and I‟m sure she is looking forward to
getting back into the daily life of Kilchuimen Academy.
We can look back to a wide range of activities in which our pupils have been involved,
and these are listed in the pages that follow. This is all the more impressive given that
this was only a seven-week term - fairly packed, I‟m sure you will agree. A number of
the articles in this edition of the newsletter have been written by pupils and we hope
that their journalistic input will increase in future.
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Although this newsletter describes the experiences of pupils and staff this term, I
would hope that parents and carers of all Kilchuimen Academy pupils also have a sense
of involvement in the school. Kilchuimen Academy is always keen to develop the
relationship that exists with parents and carers, so if you wish to become more
involved with your child‟s education, please contact the school or the Parent Council.
Staffing Update
Following the recent departure, before the holidays, of Mr
David Munro, PT Guidance/ Chemistry, Miss Lauren
MacRaild, Technology teacher, was successfully appointed
during the summer holidays as Acting PT Guidance .

Dates for the Diary:


Monday 21st October

Staff In-service day

At the time of writing, we are actively investigating the
possibility of a Chemistry teacher coming to us by the end of
October. We hope to have this confirmed during the autumn
term. Miss Kirstie Charters, 3rd year PE student from
Edinburgh University, has joined Miss Stafford in the PE
department for an 11-week period prior to Christmas.

Graham Wilks ( Depute Head Teacher)



Tuesday 22nd October

School re-opens for pupils



Tuesday 26th November

S4-6 Parents’ Evening (TBC)



Tuesday 17th December

Christmas Dance (TBC)

Standards and Quality Report
The recent Standards and Quality report for last session is in the process of being
finalised, and will be distributed shortly after the October
break.

SQA Results

B

oth S4 and S5/6 have seen improvements in attainment over time that both
the pupils and the wider school can, rightly, be proud of.

The recent results of KA pupils in SQA examinations reveal that the S4
pupils attaining 5+ awards at level 4 (General) increased by 4% , putting us
in the top 10% of schools across Scotland. When we look at pupils gaining 5+ awards
at level 5 (Credit), there was a 3% increase over the previous year, placing us in the
top 20% of Scottish schools. The S5/6 year group results, showing that KA pupils
gained 3+ Highers, were the best in the last 5 years. The number of pupils gaining 5
Highers was the best result since 2009.

Positive Destinations

A

fter a very successful conclusion to
the school year, which was wrapped
up in our traditional Leavers‟
assembly and slideshow, we bid
farewell to a number of pupils who have
moved onwards and upwards in their careers
and learning journeys. Through hard work and
dedication, there are a number of positive
destinations, including: apprenticeships,
university, local and national colleges, work
experience programmes and full or part time
jobs. We wish them all the luck for the future!
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House Officials

T

he annual whole-school vote recently took place to elect the house representatives who will support and
lead both Scotia and Caledonia in the forthcoming academic year. Pupils delivered a presentation to the
school regarding their intended roles and responsibilities towards their houses, should they be
appointed. It was then down to pupils and staff to nominate their House Officials for 2013-14. We
congratulate the following pupils on their appointed roles and will support them in order to enable them to fulfill
their promises:
Caledonia:
House Captain

Maciej Owczarek

House Vice Captain

Fiona MacCormick

Sports Captain

Aileigh Hodson

Sport Vice Captain

Maciej Owczarek

Scotia
House Captain

Hannah Smith

House Vice Captain

Rachael Kay

Sports Captain

Cameron Edwards

Sports Vice Captain

Jesse Rodgers

Caledonia

Scotia

Kilchuimen Young Ambassadors

A

ileigh Hodson and Maciej Owczarek have
been successfully chosen as this year‟s
Young Ambassadors for Sport to represent
Kilchuimen Academy. On Tuesday 24th
September 2013 they both attended the Young
Ambassadors‟ training at Eden Court in Inverness,
along with representatives from other secondary
schools from the Highlands and Islands . They came
back from the conference with lots of ideas for
promoting sport in the school and community, and
are looking forward to getting started, and rolling out
some of their ideas.
Lindsay Campbell, Sports Co-ordinator

Musical Successes

S

hannon Hosie successfully auditioned to join „Snas this session
(Highland Region Traditional Music Group). Below, she writes
about her first weekend and gig. We are also proud that Fiona
MacCormick continues as a Highland Region Youth Choir
member; Maciej Owczarek, as an HRY Orchestra member and
Milosz Owczarek, as an HY String Orchestra member.
„Snas Experience
At my first „Snas weekend in Millburn Academy, I had a chance to listen to
the arrangements for our big performance at Eden Court in two weeks‟
time. We had three sets of tunes to play, most of which I needed to learn.
The 7th September was the day of our performance, playing for the grand
opening concert of the Blas Festival. In the morning the „Snas group had
one last chance to practice together.
After lunch, we went on a bus to Eden Court for a sound check. We had a group dressing room backstage where
we waited before performing. The concert started at 7:30pm and we were the second act, playing at 7:45pm.
When we performed, it was the scariest performance ever, due to my nerves. I really enjoyed it and the
performance went really well. I was proud of myself afterwards that I had done it.
Shannon Hosie S4
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Pupils Out and About...
RAF Leuchars

A

hint of sadness hung over the party on the
annual trip to the RAF Leuchars Air Show,
as 2013 is the last year that the Leuchars Air
Base will host the show. However, this mood
was soon dispelled with the announcement
that the air show will move to RAF Lossiemouth in the
next couple of years.
With all the stalls to examine and the fair rides to go on, James seemed much more interested in the cheerleaders‟
exhibition! Poor Mr Wilks had to suffer various pupils stealing his cap and sunglasses, until Mrs Wilks finally gave
in and handed him her hat. Jessie found a good defence against the noise of the planes: ear defenders. The best
bits of the day for me were looking at the exhibition of beautiful classic and modern cars, and listening to the brass
band.
Rachael Kay

O

Maths Competition

n Friday 13th September, Ellie, Milosz and Melanie
(S3), together with Archie (S4) made up the
Kilchuimen team which took part in the Highland
Enterprising Maths competition at Millburn Academy.
This is an annual event, and this year 14 schools from
Highland took part.
The first activity was an origami challenge, where we had to fold
pieces of paper into a shape, and fold them into a larger shape.
We could make very complicated models but we just made lots of
cubes. The second challenge was harder. We had to move from
table to table and solve a puzzle at each one. We did not do so
well in this challenge. The third challenge was a relay, where we
had to run to an adult and collect a question, bring it back to our
team, complete it, and then take it back. This was the best
challenge and we answered a lot of questions.
We didn‟t win the competition, but we did very well and enjoyed it.
Ellie Cullen S3
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Pupils Out and About… Again...
Coca-Cola Education Centre and Lighthouse MAK Lab Glasgow

A

fter a painful wake up at 5am, Kilchuimen Academy‟s S4, S5 and S6 Graph Comm students set off on
the road to Glasgow. After a mixture of
singing, sleeping and taking photos, we
arrived at our first stop: Coca-Cola
Enterprises, East Kilbride. A woman greeted us off
the bus and invited us into the visitor room where
she gave us some background information on the
company. She also showed us some of the many
products they produce in the factory, from CocaCola to Capri Sun! She went on to describe the label
designs and bottle shapes and the reasons for the
designs which helped us understand how Graph
Comm relates to the real world. After this, we put on
Hi Vis vests for the tour 0f the factory. We were able
to see the bottles being made, filled, sealed and
labelled at the speed of 700 bottles a minute. We all
really enjoyed this, and somebody said it was a reallife version of the TV show „How It‟s Made!‟ After
that, we thanked the lady and went back to the bus
where we had our lunch and travelled to our next destination, The Lighthouse.
The Lighthouse was designed in 1895 by Charles Rennie Mackintosh to house a printing office for the Glasgow
Herald. It has now been renovated and launched as The Lighthouse, Scotland‟s centre for architecture, design
and the city. The minute we entered the building we were drawn to the striking modern design which was very
different to the architecture and design we are used to. A woman spoke to us for a wee while about the way
Mackintosh designed the building and also gave us some information about the different exhibits open. Then
we were let loose. Most of us went to the top of the tower first to get an amazing view of the rooftops of
Glasgow. (The never-ending spiral staircase was definitely worth it!) We then explored the exhibits, such as the
Unbuilt Mackintosh and the Ice Lab. At 2pm we were invited into the MAKLab. The MAKLab allows people
with designs and ideas to make them reality. We were shown around the different machinery and also shown
some of the amazing things you can make with a 3D printer! We came back from the trip with lots of ideas and
designs we could make in the MAKLab to use in the school, and hopefully
we will be able to do so!
After visiting the Lighthouse we had some free time so we were treated to a
small shopping trip to Braehead Shopping Centre. After getting over the
excitement of revolving doors, we went in and explored the centre. Several
pennies later we met up and went to Brewers Fayre for our dinner. I‟m sure
everyone would agree that the food was amazing! (This gave Miss MacRaild
and Mr McConville a bit of peace and quiet as we ate our meals!) Then we
all piled back on the bus and started the long journey home, arriving at 11pm.
Hannah Smith S6

S

So you want to be a ….

everal senior pupils have been out and about again on two separate career-focussed workshop events: “So
you want to be a doctor…” and “So you want to work in care…”. Both events were organised in

partnership with UHI and NHS , and the limited number of places
available were taken up by pupils from a number of secondary schools in
the Authority. Five of our senior pupils were given the opportunity to gain and
develop a range of practical, knowledge and employability skills from sector
processionals. The workshops ranged from career advice and scenario-themed
activities using the relevant hospital equipment, to guidance on specific health
and social care health procedures. One pupil even took part in a simulated keyhole surgery procedure!
All pupils who took part in the workshops gained a lot from their experiences,
which has enabled them to focus on their chosen career path, and has also given them the motivation and
direction they need to progress into the future.
October 2013
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Whole-School Events
STEM Partnership with Scottish Canals and Scottish Waterways Trust

T

he whole school was involved in a partnership STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths)
activities programme led by Scottish Canals and Scottish Waterways Trust . The workshop‟s aims were
to encourage pupils to develop their understanding of STEM topics and consider their importance
within the local environment and the Caledonian Canal. Pupils were divided into their house teams and
pitted their wits and skills against one another to complete a wide range of interactive activities.

E

European Day of Languages
uropean Day of Languages was celebrated in school on Friday 27th of September. The whole school
gathered in the hall to enjoy various stalls and workshops, including a bake sale, face and nail painting, a
basketball competition, a memory game, and a quiz, as well as an exhibition.

S1 were proud to display posters they made about countries. S2‟s work was also displayed as part of the exhibition,
allowing others to get a better understanding of foreign countries and their customs, such as sports, food and
drinks, landmarks, flags and currency. S3 took the lead, and showed they could be relied on as effective
contributors. They were involved in the planning and running of different activities throughout the event. Senior
pupils also contributed to the preparation and the running of the event, with some of them volunteering to help,
and even performing live music during the event.
The event ended with a European quiz (led by S3 pupils) with opposing Scotia and Caledonia members from each
year group.
Thank you to everyone involved in making this event successful!

Mr Armand
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Holocaust Educational Trust: Poland

K

ilchuimen Academy has been successful in gaining two student places
on a project funded by the Holocaust Educational Trust, called Lessons
from Auschwitz. The project is a journey of learning and exploration:
about the history of the Holocaust and about the world we live in.
Interested pupils applied for this trip through an application process and it is
with pleasure that we can confirm that Fiona MacDonald and Hannah Smith
were the successful applicants.
The project has four stages. Firstly, there are two seminars in Glasgow where
Fiona and Hannah will learn about the Holocaust and meet survivors of a
concentration camp. They will then spend one day visiting Poland where they will
visit Auschwitz-Birkenau, a former Nazi concentration and death camp. Lastly,
the students will present their trip and experience to the school in order to pass
on the lessons they have learned to their school and community.

S4 Residential trip to Uist: Lochmaddy Outdoor Centre

T

he ever-changing weather conditions did
little to dampen the spirits during the recent
annual S4‟s September residential trip to
Lochmaddy Outdoor Centre in Uist.

“Uist showed me, that I was responsible for not only me
but others there too.” Rhuairaidh MacDonald S4

Accompanied by Mr Cooper and Miss Mavor, pupils
again responded enthusiastically to the challenge of
doing their own catering and participating (weather
permitting) in a range of outdoor activities that
included abseiling, rock climbing, kayaking, pier
jumping and coast steering.
“I bonded loads with everyone in my class and we worked
well together as a team. I achieved a lot of challenges that
I would not normally choose to do.“ Shannon Hosie S4

“It has taught me more about sharing and I had the
opportunities to do things that usually I would never have
done.”
Rosie Stoddart S4
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