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A 
s the autumn term draws to a close, it seems the ideal time to reflect on a 
hectic term. You may be aware that Ms Gibbons has, unfortunately, been 
unable to be in school due to illness. However, it is  expected that she will 
return for the start of the new term and Iôm sure she is looking forward to 

getting back into the daily life of Kilchuimen Academy.  

We can look back to a wide range of activities in which our pupils have been involved,  
and these are listed in the pages that follow. This is all the more impressive given that 
this was only a seven-week term - fairly packed, Iôm sure you will agree.  A  number of 
the articles in this edition of the newsletter have been written by pupils and we hope 
that their journalistic input will increase in future.  

Although this newsletter describes the experiences of pupils and staff this term, I 
would hope that parents and carers of all Kilchuimen Academy pupils also have a sense 
of involvement in the school. Kilchuimen Academy is always keen to develop the      
relationship that exists with parents and carers, so if you wish to become more          
involved with your childôs education, please contact the school or the Parent Council.  

Staffing Update  

Following the recent departure, before the holidays, of  Mr 
David Munro, PT Guidance/ Chemistry,  Miss Lauren 
MacRaild,  Technology teacher, was successfully appointed 
during the summer holidays as Acting PT Guidance .   

At the time of writing, we are actively investigating the     
possibility of a Chemistry teacher coming to us by the end of 
October. We hope to have this confirmed during the autumn 
term. Miss Kirstie Charters, 3rd year PE student from        
Edinburgh University, has joined Miss Stafford in the PE 
department for an 11-week period prior to Christmas.   

Graham Wilks  ( Depute Head Teacher)         

Standards and Quality Report  

The recent Standards and Quality report for last session is in the process of being      
finalised, and will be distributed shortly after the October 
break.   

Autumn Summary  

SQA Results 

B 
oth S4 and S5/6 have seen improvements in attainment over time that both 
the pupils and the wider school can, rightly, be proud of. 

The recent results of KA pupils in SQA examinations reveal that the S4    
pupils attaining 5+ awards at level 4 (General) increased by 4% , putting us 

in the top 10% of schools across Scotland. When we look at pupils gaining 5+ awards 
at level 5 (Credit), there was a 3% increase over the previous year, placing us in the 
top 20% of Scottish schools.  The S5/6 year group results, showing that KA pupils 
gained 3+ Highers, were the best in the last 5 years. The number of pupils gaining 5 
Highers was the best result since 2009. 

 

Dates for the Diary: 

¶ Monday 21st October 

Staff In -service day 

¶ Tuesday 22nd October 

School re-opens for pupils 

¶ Tuesday 26th November 

S4-6 Parentsô Evening (TBC) 

¶ Tuesday  17th December 

Christmas Dance (TBC) 
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A 
fter a very successful conclusion to 
the school year, which was wrapped 
up in our traditional Leaversô        
assembly and slideshow, we bid  

farewell to a number of pupils who have  
moved onwards and upwards in their careers 
and learning journeys. Through hard work and      
dedication,  there are a number of positive  
destinations, including: apprenticeships,     
university, local and national  colleges, work 
experience programmes and full or part time 
jobs.  We wish them all the luck for the future!  

Positive Destinations 
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T 
he annual whole-school vote recently took place to elect the house representatives who will support and 
lead both Scotia and Caledonia in the forthcoming academic year.  Pupils delivered a presentation to the 
school regarding their intended roles and responsibilities towards their houses, should they be              
appointed.  It was then down to pupils and staff to nominate their House Officials for 2013 -14. We      

congratulate the following pupils on their appointed roles and will support them in order to enable them to fulfill 
their promises:  

            Caledonia:  
     

House Captain  Maciej Owczarek   

House Vice Captain  Fiona MacCormick   

Sports Captain   Aileigh Hodson  

Sport Vice Captain   Maciej Owczarek   

  Scotia  

House Captain  Hannah Smith   

House Vice Captain  Rachael Kay 

Sports Captain   Cameron Edwards  

Sports Vice Captain  Jesse Rodgers 

 

A 
ileigh Hodson and Maciej Owczarek have 
been  successfully chosen as this yearôs 
Young Ambassadors for Sport to represent 
Kilchuimen Academy.  On Tuesday 24th 

September 2013 they both attended the Young     
Ambassadorsô training at Eden Court in Inverness, 
along with representatives from other secondary 
schools from the Highlands and Islands . They came 
back from the conference with lots of ideas for      
promoting sport in the school and community, and 
are looking forward to getting started, and rolling out 
some of their ideas.       

          Lindsay Campbell, Sports Co-ordinator  

House Officials  

Kilchuimen Young Ambassadors 

Musical Successes 

S 
hannon Hosie successfully auditioned to join óSnas this session 
(Highland Region Traditional Music Group).  Below, she writes 
about her first weekend and gig.  We are also proud that Fiona        
MacCormick continues as a Highland Region Youth Choir      
member; Maciej Owczarek, as an HRY Orchestra member and     

Milosz Owczarek, as an HY String Orchestra member.   

óSnas Experience 

At my first óSnas weekend in Millburn Academy, I had a chance to listen to 
the arrangements for our big performance at Eden Court in two weeksô 
time. We had three sets of tunes to play, most of which I needed to learn. 

The 7th September was the day of our performance, playing for the grand 
opening concert of the Blas Festival. In the morning the óSnas group had 
one last chance to practice together. 

After lunch, we went on a bus to Eden Court for a sound check. We had a group dressing room backstage where 

we waited before performing. The concert started at 7:30pm and we were the second act, playing at 7:45pm. 

When we performed, it was the scariest performance ever, due to my nerves. I really enjoyed it and the              

performance went really well. I was proud of myself afterwards that I had done it.                 Shannon Hosie S4 

Caledonia Scotia 
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Pupils Out and About... 

 

 

 

A 
 hint of sadness hung over the party on the 

annual trip to the RAF Leuchars Air Show, 

as 2013 is the last year that the Leuchars Air 

Base will host the show. However, this mood 

was soon dispelled with the announcement 

that the air show will move to RAF Lossiemouth in the 

next couple of years.  

With all the stalls to examine and the fair rides to go on, James seemed much more interested in the cheerleadersô 

exhibition! Poor Mr Wilks had to suffer various pupils stealing his cap and sunglasses, until Mrs Wilks finally gave 

in and handed him her hat. Jessie found a good defence against the noise of the planes: ear defenders. The best 

bits of the day for me were looking at the exhibition of beautiful classic and modern cars, and listening to the brass 

band.                           Rachael Kay 

O 
n Friday 13th September, Ellie, Milosz and Melanie 
(S3), together with Archie (S4) made up the 
Kilchuimen team which took part in the Highland   
Enterprising Maths competition at Millburn Academy.  
This is an annual event, and this year 14 schools from 

Highland took part.  

The first activity was an origami challenge, where we had to fold 
pieces of paper into a shape, and fold them into a larger shape.  
We could make very complicated models but we just made lots of 
cubes.  The second challenge was harder.  We had to move from 
table to table and solve a puzzle at each one.  We did not do so 
well in this challenge.  The third challenge was a relay, where we 
had to run to an adult and collect a question, bring it back to our 
team, complete it, and then take it back.  This was the best    
challenge and we answered a lot of questions. 

We didnôt win the competition, but we did very well and enjoyed it.     

            Ellie Cullen S3 

Maths Competition  

RAF Leuchars 


