
 

 

Ms Gibbons writes… 

On Thursday 22nd June, members of the wider school community were able to enjoy our 

summer concert, badged this year as “Count on Us”. Musical director, Mrs Catherine 

MacDonald, succeeded in choreographing and conducting pupils from the P5 to S6 in a 

wonderfully varied programme. 

This year’s outside guests were the Community Choir, conducted by Ms Sharples and 

former pupil, Fiona MacCormick. Senior pupil highlights included solos from Melanie  

Wyatt S6, a lovely duet from Phoebe Lloyd S5 & Leteisha Cameron S4…and then there 

was the S2 band, Chips, Cheese and Gravy.  Probably best not even to ask why they 

chose this name for their ensemble! 

Comments from parents and grandparents were wonderfully encouraging: 

“The music teacher’s very good, isn’t she?” 

“Catherine is so enabling with the pupils!” 

“Best school concert I’ve ever attended!” 

“You must be very proud of the school!” 

Whilst these comments may not have come from the harshest of Arts critics,  

nevertheless they were lovely to hear. Well done and huge thanks to Mrs MacDonald, 

performers, guests and all who helped to make the concert an evening to remember. 
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Dates for Diaries 

 SQA Results to pupils - 

Tuesday 8thAugust  

 Staff Inset day  -  

Monday 16th August  

 School re-opens  for  

asymmetric week -  

Tuesday 17th August  

8.45am—3.40pm  

(N. B. 1.15pm close on 

Fridays. Transport Office 

will confirm bus times 

directly to parents.) 



S1/2 Media: Simon’s Cat 

Ms Sharples writes... 

The S1 and S2 Media/English class sent their ideas for films and stories to Simon Tofield,  

the author of the highly successful “Simon’s Cat” series of cartoon books and films. They were 

delighted that he took the time to reply to each of them with an individually drawn cartoon card, 

each of which had the famous cat, Simon’s signature, and their own name on it. The class all 

agreed that this was a lovely gesture from a very busy author. 

The 306: Day                                                                            Ms Sharples writes… 
 

FAGCC subsidise The National Theatre of Scotland performing in Fort Augustus 

It’s not every day that Scotland’s leading theatre company pays us a visit, so Thursday, June 1st was definitely a date for 

the diaries. For one evening, the Village Hall was transformed into a theatre in the round, as the National Theatre of 

Scotland brought us the moving story of ordinary women caught up in the turmoil of the First World War. The play is the 

second part of a trilogy which shows how the lives of the men who went to that war impacted on their families back at 

home. Its title (“The 306”) refers to the number of posthumous pardons given only relatively recently by the British  

government to the men who were executed for “desertion” or “cowardice” at that time. Men who, for whatever reason – 

most likely the then unknown PTSD – could not face any more bloodshed, gunfire and slaughter. 

The lives of their sisters and wives was emphasised in this particular play: how a female pacifist activist (married to an 

imprisoned conscientious objector) working in a munitions factory coped with the knowledge that her brother had been 

executed, and also coped with her mother’s failing mental health around the same issue; and how a widow with a small 

child was reduced to penury by the fact that her late husband had been executed, and therefore she was not entitled to 

any widows’ pension rights. The production did not gloss over the harsh treatment meted out to women at this time – 

before the vote – and how they could be imprisoned on the word of an informer, often being very cruelly dealt with when 

they arrived in the jails. 

Based on true accounts from real families, whose descendants helped with the information and research, this was a  

dramatic and often tense 95 minutes, with a cast of five switching seamlessly in and out of multiple roles. The staging 

became houses, a factory floor, and a prison cell, amongst many other locations, and the closeness of the sell-out  

audience to the action ensured complete involvement in the stories that unfolded. Told in both music and speech, with 

the spare and effective accompaniment of a piano and cello, we were drawn in to a realisation that not everything on the 

“home front” was as rosy as propaganda would have you believe. 

If the assumption is that the third part of the trilogy will be shown next year, as part of the centenary of the marking of 

the end of the war, my hope is that the National Theatre will return here to perform it.  Major theatre of this standard in a 

small venue is most certainly something that needs to be nurtured and encouraged, and I would say that we are all  

grateful for the subsidy from FAGCC which enabled us to see a production of excellence at a fraction of the usual cost. 



 Fort William: Mountain Biking                                Heather Witney S2 writes... 
On Friday, June 2nd, the S2 class went to the UCI Mountain Bike World Cup in Fort William.  I also 

went with my family on Sunday, June 4th , to see the main races for the female and male  

professional racers. On the Friday, it was comparatively quiet; everybody was still setting their stalls 

up, and there were only schools attending. We watched some racers start from the top of the course, 

which was located at the top of Aonach Mor, and watched them race down. On the 4th, the Sunday 

of the final races, I met Hannah Barnes who raced in the Big Ben Nevis Triathlon in 2009. She was 

there to enjoy the racing, and to cheer on the teams. I also saw Claudio Caluori, the Red Bull race 

track previewer, who commentates before the riders have ridden the track, and there were many 

other famous riders there as well. Both days were really enjoyable, and everybody came home with 

goodie bags full of cycling stuff and free gifts. 

The 306: Day                          Rachel Allan S2 writes... 

Initially I wasn’t going to go and watch the play, but my cousin came to visit, and she works for the  

company that produced it (National Theatre of Scotland).  She said that it’s a really interesting play, and that 

I’d like it. When I got there we were all surprised that it wasn’t performed on a normal stage like a usual play. 

We had to sit around the outside of the court markings in the village hall, and they acted in the middle, with 

all the props and scenery at the edges. I thought this was so much better than just watching it normally, as it 

felt as though we were more involved and part of the story. I thought the story had a very powerful  

message, and showed how difficult life was for woman during WW1, when many of them had to cope with 

earning a wage for their families, without their husbands or sons to help them. 

Please note that secondary schools have been asked to run this reminders in newsletters. 
 
PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AT WORK  
 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PERSONS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1937  
 

Any pupils under 16yrs and in employment after school, weekends and during holidays, 
should have completed the form on the link below and read the associated guidelines. 

https://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/download/19/employment_of_children 

https://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/download/19/employment_of_children


Sports Day 2017 
 
 

 Senior Girls 

 Champion  Siobhan West  

 2nd Place  Jessie Lumsden 

 3rd Place  Laura MacDonald  

 

 Senior Boys 

 Champion  Stuart McArthur  

 2nd Place  Mungo Blakey  

 3rd Place  John Frost  

 

 Junior Girls 

 Champion  Emma Findlay   

 2nd Place  Isla McArthur  

 3rd Place           Rachel Allan   

 

 Junior Boys 

 Champion  Kai Frost  

 2nd Place  Colla MacDonald  

 3rd Place  Ronan Blakey  

  

 New School Record: 

  Discus  20.24m Siobhan West 

The superhuman strength of  

Kilchuimen Man & Kilchuimen Woman… 

...and it was a new tug of war rope! 



Congratulations to 2017 Prize Winners 

 S1 Achievement   Emma Rowe 
 S1 Effort    Julina Cameron   

 

 S2 Achievement            Ronan Blakey 
 S2 Effort                   Courtney Monaghan 
    

 S3 Achievement   Siobhan West 
 S3 Effort    John Frost, Laura MacDonald  
 
 S4 Achievement   Mungo Blakey 
 S4 Effort    Jessie Lumsden, Stuart McArthur 

 

 S5/6 Achievement           Joseph Kennard 
 S5/6 Effort    Phoebe Lloyd 

 

 Contribution to the Arts  Melanie Wyatt 

 

 Contribution to Sport  Siobhan West 
 

 Special Prize for Science Joseph Kennard 
 

 Senior Sports Champions Siobhan West, Stuart McArthur 
 
 Junior Sports Champions Emma Findlay, Kai Frost 
 

 

 Caledonia House Points winner Emma Findlay 
 Scotia House Points winner        Jessie Lumsden   

 

 Presentation of  House Captain Badges: Milosz Owczarek, Jamie Walker 
 

 Presentation of  House Sports Captain Badges: Jack Allan, Kenneth Pittam 
 

Depute Head Teacher’s Challenge Award 
 

Jack Allan 
 

Head Teacher’s Award for Service to the School  
(Sponsored by the Rev Dr. & Mrs. Varwell) 

 

Jamie Walker 



Staffing News 

 We were absolutely delighted by the news of the safe arrival of Mrs Masson’s baby daughter, Sophie, at the  

beginning of June.  Mr Julio Lopez has been quietly and efficiently holding the fort in PE for most of the summer 

term.  We are very grateful to him for all he has done. Mr Martin Henderson will take over the reins in August. 

 We bid a fond farewell and offer many thanks for all hard work to other members of staff who are moving on in 

their careers. Miss Simms has taken up a post at Westminster Academy in London; Miss Mackintosh is bound for 

St. Andrew’s, Inverurie—a school for pupils with additional support needs; Mr Pérard is heading for the glamour of 

the ski slopes in the Alps. In August we will welcome Miss Nairns to the Art Dept and Miss Andrews to  

Geography.  Ms Gibbons will write to parents early in the new term with a complete staffing update for Nursery, 

Primary and Academy. 

 We also bid farewell and offer many thanks to Mrs Jean Curley who retires from the post of Cook-in-Charge  

after nearly 23 years of presiding over break-time snacks, lunches and other more exotic catering requests. 

A Very Special Goodbye 

This summer we also say thanks and a very special goodbye to Miss Thomson who retires after a 

career of almost forty years here in Kilchuimen.  Miss Thomson is a former pupil of Lochaber High 

School and a diplomate of Queen’s College, Edinburgh. Her career spans the era of Ordinary Grade,  

Standard Grade, Intermediate and now National exams, a time of considerable change in Scottish 

education. Encyclopaedias on library shelves and “Banda” machines (spirit duplicators) in the offices 

of the 1970s have given way to Wikipedia accessed on individual smart phones, tablets & laptops 

and to photocopiers which can scan documents to email addresses across the globe! 

Colleagues and former colleagues bade a fond farewell to Miss Thomson at a special Afternoon Tea 

with  musical tributes penned variously by Ms Gibbons and Ms Sharples.  House Captains, Jamie and 

Milosz, will present flowers and thanks on behalf of the whole school at the Academy Awards  

Ceremony on the final day of term. 

Primary Transition Challenge Event 2017 

Ms Thurnell writes… 

This annual event made a most enjoyable and exciting end to the Spring Term. 

The theme this year was Energy. Prior to the event, students had conducted 

classroom investigations into wind turbines, electrolysis and Excel spread-

sheets run by Academy staff and activities on the day further investigated 

wind turbine blade angle and size, the data collected results being processed 

and presented using Excel. However, the main STEM (Science, Technology, 

Maths and Science) challenge was to design and build a hydrogen/oxygen gas 

fuelled rocket – yes, genuine explosive rocket fuel - that could travel as far 

along the length of the school hall as possible in a straight line, points being 

lost for drift. Teams from Stratherrick and Foyers seemed set to triumph as 

groups were completing their rocket designs, with many points in hand but it 

was not to be. A team from Kilchuimen  Primary sent their rocket straight and 

true almost the whole length of the hall to victory by 10 points!. This ended a 

long dry spell for  KPS and was rightly celebrated by the students, Mr Peers 

and Mr Cooper, the team’s mentor. The whole day ran smoothly and was great 

fun. Mr Graham and Miss Pinkerton expressed special thanks to the students 

of S3 and S4 who assisted the primary children and I echo that along with 

thanks to Mrs Wyatt and Mr Middleton. Special thanks of course, to Bill and 

Dave, without whom the event could not have been put together. Thanks guys! 



 

KDC presents…Alice in Wonderland! 

The members of the Kilchuimen Drama Club (P5 – S2) took their audience on an enjoyable mad-cap  

adventure with not one Alice, but three, as she travelled through Wonderland Friday June 23rd. Memorably, 

Mr Peers featured in the cast list as the door knob! Flowers, designed as props by Melanie Wyatt S6, were 

superb. Well done to all the cast, helpers, Ms Thurnell and Miss Macintosh...and Mr Peers! 

Senior Transition Programme 

An intensive week awaited the new S5/6 upon return from Study Leave, with input  

relating to careers, finance, driving safety, a visit to the Shieling Project and even trampolining… 

not to mention a day of being put through their paces by the Royal Navy/Royal Marines. The 

brave souls listed below met the exacting NSRT standard. 

Royal Navy and Royal Marines Recruiting Test (NSRT) 

      Mungo Blakey, Alanna MacDonald, Evan MacDonald, Millie Saunders  

      (and Mr Copeland!) 



Leavers’ Dance Photo Gallery 

Best dancers at this year’s Hollywood-theme Leavers’ Dance were judged to be Stuart McArthur and  

Kaitlyn Surkitt, with prizes for best dressed going to Joe Kennard and Emma Rowe. A highlight of the  

evening was a surprise celebrity entrance by Bond villain, Dr No aka Mr Middleton and a blonde Bond Girl 

bearing more than a passing resemblance to Christine Pinkerton! 


