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Many congratulations to the 2018-19 team of
House officials. Stuart McArthur has been elected
House/Sports Captain for Caledonia with Daisy
Clark as House/Sports Vice-Captain. Jessie
Lumsden is the new Scotia House Captain with
Siobhan West as House Sports Captain. Good
luck to all four in fulfilling their important roles.

Well done also to those elected as the new class reps for

Pupil Forum :
S1
S2
S3
S4
S5
S6

Tommy Rand & Nikkita Smith
Antonio Demirev & Madeline Hayes
Sufia Chowdhury & Sam Kennard
Rachel Allan & Josh Milligan
Miles Jones & Siobhan West
Jessie Lumsden & Stuart McArthur

Macmillan Coffee Morning

We had a whole school coffee morning on Friday 28 th
September. There was a fantastic turn out from pupils
and families and many thanks again to all who baked,
donated and hosted (particularly, but not exclusively, S2
pupils in their natty green aprons!) A grand total of
£244.78 was raised.

Dates for Diaries:


School re-opens—
Mon 29th Oct



S4-6 “SQA Heads up”
Parents Evening—
Tues 13th Nov tbc



Christmas Dance—
Tues18th Dec tbc



Christmas Carol
Service / end of term—
Fri 21st Dec

News in Brief
Staffing
As planned, former pupil Miss Sandham was welcomed to the staff of the Primary school in August. She is also
doing a little bit of Spanish teaching in the Academy. Mrs Quinn and Mr MacLean joined the Academy staff in
Art and PE respectively. We hope Mr Cooper will be well enough to return after the October break. In the
meantime, many thanks go to Miss Thurnell for holding the fort in Biology. She hopes to pick up the threads of
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh thereafter, when time allows.

Eden Court Drama Project / Drama Update
Miss Thurnell writes...
S1 and S2 are exploring the important themes of global warming, climate change and sustainability alongside
professionals from Eden Court Theatre and a combined Scottish/Swedish theatre company. The first workshop
took place on October 10th, preparing students for the public performance they will see on October 31st at
Eden Court. We looked at what our school and our country is doing/could do to combat climate change and
were also challenged to find something we could undertake personally to ‘make a difference’ – we shall see how
we have got on when we meet for our second workshop in November.
Drama Club has continued to meet after school each week, now on a Wednesday from 3.45 – 4.45pm. We are
currently working on a presentation for Primary assembly, early in the new term. There are also plans for a
backstage tour at Eden Court Theatre in the future but this needs to be timed for when there are fewer
performances running at the Theatre, so watch this space…
Heather Witney, regular attendee and advocate of Drama Club has recently been
appointed as an Eden Court Ambassador. Congratulations, Heather! Well deserved.

Developing the Young Workforce Update
Senior pupils from Kilchuimen Academy had the opportunity to speak to numerous
visiting employers about possible career paths and employment opportunities at the
Lochaber Careers Fair last week in September. Career fairs are highly beneficial for
young people as they can ask employers about the experiences of a particular job role,
enabling them to find out exactly what is involved before deciding on a career path.
Pupils had the opportunity to make contact with employers, where they were able to gain
valuable job sector knowledge, able to make key links with industry and were able to
make initial contact to arrange to go on work experience. The information gained from
being able to ask employers enough in-depth questions can be useful when it comes to
applying for university, job and apprenticeship opportunities as young people know
what key skills, experience and qualifications are required.
Later that same week, pupils made their way independently to UHI Inverness to attend
the recent UCAS exhibition. The exhibition consisted of presentations, workshops and
interactive stalls which enabled pupils to gain information and access opportunities from
a range of universities, colleges, organisations and services that exist within and outwith
Highland.
On Friday 14th September, representatives from the Royal Navy also ran a "Ready Steady
Cook" style challenge with some of our senior pupils. Pupils were put into small groups
and given a bag of mystery ingredients. They were then given one hour to cook a
three-course meal which they did successfully. Our visitors were fulsome in their praise
of how pupils rose to the challenge.

Art & Design News
Mrs Quinn writes...
All pupils are getting off to a good start and have been working very hard. S1 have settled in well and have
already completed a portraiture unit covering colour theory and are now working their way through tasks
covering the rest of the visual elements. S2 have just finished a very successful unit of work on
creating pattern and will be moving on after the holiday to looking at symbols and symbolism in Art &
Design. S3 spent the first few weeks painting still life compositions and are now working on a jewellery
design unit which we hope to complete shortly after the holidays.
Senior pupils are currently slaving over their Expressive units and will start work on their final pieces in
November. The SQA have commented that written results in Art & Design are generally poor across schools
at both National 5 and Higher so, with this in mind, both years will be receiving written homework most
weeks next term.
Google classrooms have now been set up for all year groups where homework and supporting materials will
be available; pupils should let me know if they have trouble accessing this. I have also set up a gallery on
Google Classroom which all year groups are part of and can see what other year groups are doing and show
their parents and carers what goes on in art. The QR code (below right) will take you straight to that page.
I would like to thank all the pupils for making me feel very welcome in my first term at Kilchuimen Academy
and look forward to a busy and successful year ahead.

Stunning portrait (left) of Leteisha Cameron
by fellow S6 pupil, Daisy Clark.

Senior Sports Leaders assist with Primary Football Tournament
Mr Peers writes…
Every year Kilchuimen hosts the Great Glen Football league; a three week football
tournament involving a number of local schools. This year’s competition has just
drawn to a close and again it was an excellent opportunity for pupils to take part in a
competitive football competition. Each year there are some excellent performances
and it was no different in 2018. It has always been close between Balnain Primary
School and Glenurquhart Primary School but this year Balnain were clear winners
and didn’t lose a single game.
A huge thank you goes to all the players, parents and teachers from other schools for
supporting the tournament so well. As ever, it would not happen without the senior
pupils from Kilchuimen Academy; this year Stuart McArthur and John Frost (see
right), helped out at every stage. Finally a big thank you has to go to
Mr MacLean and Mrs Masson who also give up their time to help out. Hopefully we
will see everyone in 2019 for another closely fought tournament!

S3 History
Trip:
Culloden
Battlefield

Scaladale Photo Gallery
One of Kilchuimen Academy’s favourite activities over the years has been the annual residential trip to
Uist. Sadly, Lochmaddy Outdoor Centre now no longer operates, however Mr Cooper has been able to
identify the Scaladale Centre on Harris as an alternative venue. Anticipating he would not be able to join
this year’s trip, Mr Cooper had set up a lot of the organisation before the summer holiday. Sincere
thanks to him and, of course, to Miss Sutherland and Mr Copeland who accompanied this year’s intrepid
group.

