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Kilchuimen@50 Edition
Dates for Diaries
 SQA Results —
Tues Aug 6th
 Inset Day —
Mon Aug 19th
 School re-opens —
Tues Aug 20th
 Inset Days —
Wed-Thurs Sept 16—17th
 Term ends Fri Oct 11th

The Kilchuimen Golden Gala was officially opened On May 25th by Kate Forbes MSP,
Councillor Margaret Davidson, Leader of Highland Council and Mr Don Esson, the
school’s Quality Improvement Manager. Although the weather proved to be less than
ideal, the event was well attended by former and present staff, pupils and friends. Hard
work by Nursery, Primary and Academy raised more than £1200 throughout the day with
tours, teas and coffees, stalls and displays. Amongst the attractions were a photo wall, a
‘50 items through the years’, S1 and S2 Art exhibitions with S2 also undertaking a £10
enterprise challenge. In addition, Cobbs kindly supplied cakes and the Boathouse
restaurant provided the BBQ. There was also a Bouncy castle and a clown to keep the
younger children (and some adults!) happy. A photo booth built by senior pupils added to
the fun. Present pupils had identified items for a time capsule to be buried (see
overleaf) with a plaque sponsored by the generosity of past pupils from the ‘Class of 72’.
For those with the required stamina, celebrations continued on into the evening with a
community party in the village hall.

50 Golden Years! Concert
Thursday 30th May

Burying the Time Capsule
Casey Burton S1 and Connor Kelly P7 do the honours!

Senior Transition Programme
This year’s Senior Transition Programme for all new S5/6 pupils included teambuilding and careers
education; promoting environmental awareness and survival skills through bushcraft; finally, stepping up to
personal challenge at The Ice Factor National Ice Climbing Centre in Kinlochleven.

Alternative to Study Leave
Programme
For pupils who had not been entitled to Study Leave
in May, there was an in-house programme with significant careers and Developing the Young Workforce (DYW) input. Particular thanks to Brenda Seatter, Storm Fraser and Ashley Woodhouse in this regard. Work Experience in various venues was an
important part of the package. Andrew Dibsdale
(see right) relaxes on the picnic bench he helped to
construct while on WE at BSW Timber.

Sports Day 2019
House Champions 2019

Scotia

Sports Day this year was the proverbial game of two
halves with individual events settled on a dull wet day

Senior Girls
Champion

Katie Walker

2nd Place

Katie Drummond

3rd Place

Sufia Chowdhury

Senior Boys

and the relays, tug of war and fun events taking place in
glorious sunshine a couple of weeks later.
While the results of the main events (see left) remain
uncontested, the outcome of the fun events occasioned
widespread controversy. Following vigorous protests

Champion

John Frost

from

2nd Place

Jamie Ferguson

justifiably disqualified from the staff three-legged

3rd Place

Adam Tulloch

Mr

MacLean

and

Mr Copeland,

who

were

race, VAR is being seriously considered for next season!

Junior Girls
Champion

Grace Bremner

2nd

Isla McArthur, Sophie Rand

Place =

3rd Place

Loulou Nisbet

Junior Boys
Champion

Colla MacDonald

2nd Place

Mark Douglass

3rd Place

Antonio Demirev

Staff News: Mr Cooper retires…
After 29 years of sterling service to Kilchuimen Academy, Mr Cooper retires at the end of
this session. Many pupils will have treasured memories of Mr Cooper, not just from Biology in
the “big lab” or exhorting Scotia in the tug of war (see above), but from trips to Germany,
France, Spain, the Netherlands and the ever-popular Uist trips. Mr Cooper has faithfully
supported the learning of pupils whose post-school destinations will have ranged from
studying medicine or neuroscience to apprenticeships in the local area. Those with long
memories will remember Standard Grade Social & Vocational Studies (SVS) and the most
frequently wallpapered section of wall in the history of Fort Augustus! Mr Cooper takes with
him our affection and huge gratitude for all he has done for generations of pupils and
colleagues.

English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)
Inesa Strielciunaite writes...
I like to learn ESOL in school. It’s helpful to me to improve my English. This moment in lessons we are
talking about technologies. My hobby is taking pictures, so I love to talk about it. Yesterday I went
outside with my teacher, to go for a walk around the school, take some pictures (see example below)
and have a nice conversation. When we were back inside, we compared our pictures, tried to edit them
and talked about Photoshop programmes. It's very useful, because conversations help me avoid my
fear of talking and of making mistakes. Learning grammar things also helps me to converse with
others, even by text messages. My teacher always finds better ways to make the lesson more
interesting and not boring. For example we play helpful English games and talk about things that I like
to do. Also, now when we are talking about technologies, we talk a lot about phones, the advantages
and disadvantages. I like it.

N. B. Inesa first came into S4 from Lithuania in Jan 2018, impressively achieving a
Nat 4 ESOL qualification by the end of the session. This session Inesa has been
studying for Nat. 5 ESOL and she will go on to Higher next year.

Highland Youth Parliament
Isla McArthur & Grace Bremner S2 write...

We went to the university in Inverness to ensure that we have a voice
for our area in Fort Augustus. There was a sports hall where most of the
events took place, for example listening to others discuss what goes on in their area. Also
we had to split into group sections and be the voice there for our own area. We
listened to a group from Argyll and Bute who spoke about their activities such as canoeing
and sailing. I think we could be doing more in Fort Augustus! The event ended with a dance at
the end of the night, it was really good and we would love to go back. We were the youngest
there!

Other Staff News:

Fond farewell and many thanks to Mr

MacLean in PE and Ms Quinn in Art who leave us at the end of the
session. We also say goodbye and many thanks to strings tutor,
Mhairi MacKinnon (pictured left with Miss Cameron), who moves
to a full-time post based in Inverness.

Congratulations to 2019 Prize Winners
Award Winners
S1 Achievement
S1 Effort

Barty Jones
Casey Burton

S2 Achievement
S2 Effort

Samir Chowdhury
Jack West

S3 Achievement
S3 Effort

Sufia Chowdhury
Sam Kennard

S4 Achievement
S4 Effort

Katie Walker
Kyle Sutherland

S5/6 Achievement
S5/6 Effort

Miles Jones
Jade Anderson

Contribution to the Arts
Contribution to Sport

Daisy Clark
Stuart McArthur

Senior Sports Champions
Junior Sports Champions

Katie Walker, John Frost
Grace Bremner, Colla MacDonald

Caledonia House Points winner
Scotia House Points winner

Barty Jones
Tommy Rand

Presentation of House Captain Badges:

Stuart McArthur, Jessie Lumsden

Presentation of House Vice/Sports Captain Badges: Daisy Clark, Siobhan West
Head Teacher’s Award for Service to the School

(Sponsored by the Rev Dr. & Mrs. Varwell)
Jessie Lumsden

This year’s Guest of Honour: Angela Williams, Chief Officer (FAGCC).

Good luck to Jade Anderson who is off to university summer school
in St Andrews at the beginning of the holiday!

2019 Leavers’ Dance Photo Gallery (1)
Well done to the new S5/6 who organised this year’s Leavers’ Dance which had something of a Sixties theme.
While no-one was actually going to San Fransisco, many at least had flowers in their hair!
Laura MacDonald and Charlie Hole were judged to be best dressed on the night.
Siobhan West and young brother, Jack, scooped up the prizes for best dancers.
The MFG style award went to Caityn Milne for her wonderful hairstyle.
A very special thank you to Laura MacDonald & Louise Michie who were exclusively responsible for all the catering.

2019 Leavers’ Dance Photo Gallery (2)

