KILCHUIMEN ACADEMY NEWS

KILCHUIMEN ACADEMY NEWS

December 2019

With Best Wishes to all for the Future...
Dates for Diaries

Dear Parents/Carers,
Some time ago I wrote to you to share my intention to retire at the end of this
term. Friday 20th December 2019, indeed, will be my last day in school and
the Academy Christmas Carol Service my final event as Head Teacher.
I would like to reiterate that I thought very carefully about my decision to
retire in the middle of a school year, deciding that leaving at Christmas allows
one school year to be well under way with plenty of time to plan
for the following session. Congratulations and all best wishes to
Miss Sutherland who takes over as Acting 3-18 Head Teacher in January.

 School re-opens -

Monday January 6th
 Prelims begin -

Monday January 20th
 Post—Prelim S4-6 Parents’

Evening—tbc
 S3 Options meetings /

deadlines tbc
 February holiday—Mon & Tues

17 & 18th Feb
 In-service day—Wed Feb 19th

It is hard to believe that it is over fourteen years since I first arrived in August
2005 on a teaching journey has taken me from west central Scotland, via inner
London, The Hague, outer London and Perth & Kinross all the way to Fort
Augustus. I have spent more than twice as long at Kilchuimen as in any other
job – keeping the best till last!
I have had the privilege of working with highly dedicated colleagues, fantastic
pupils and parents in my time at Kilchuimen. I would like to take this
opportunity to voice a general thank-you for the kindness and support I have
encountered from so many people over the years and also particular thanks for
all the kind wishes, cards and gifts I have received in recent weeks.
This letter comes with best wishes for the festive season and for the future.
Yours sincerely,
Maria F. Gibbons

Congratulations to the 2019
Christmas Card Competition winners.
Very well done to Gydja Warmisham (S1)
whose Christmas tree swirl design was
awarded 1st prize (see right & above).
Well done also to Mark Douglass (S2)
who won 2nd Prize; to Casey Burton (S2)
and Laura Fraser (S2) who came 3rd =
(see left to right).

 Term ends - Friday March 22nd

Academy in the Community: 2019 Buskathon to raise money for the Poppy Appeal
(£604 was raised locally, of which £120 was raised by the Academy/Primary/Nursery)

Academy in the Community: Carol Singing
On a bitterly cold and wet December day, intrepid Kilchuimen carollers
(led by Miss Cameron, Ms Sharples and Mrs Knott) set off to the
Telford Centre to spread some festive cheer; later in their short (and
equally wintry) stint outside the garage/Londis, despite protesting that
they were singing for free, they raised £15 which will go to the
Highland Hospice.

Head of Education Visit
Earlier this term we were delighted to welcome the new Interim Head
of Education, Nicky Grant, to Kilchuimen for the first time. She was
able to meet pupils and staff across 3-18 and also meet with the
Chairs of Parent Council, Debbie Allan and Debi MacKenzie. For her
guided tour of the campus, Ms Grant was in the capable hands of
House Captains, Jade Anderson and Miles Jones.

Sport in Brief

Leanachan Challenge 2019
Huge well done to Isla McArthur (S2)
who won the girls’ X-country for her age
group (6km) and to Andrew Dibsdale
(S5) who bravely completed the more
demanding 9km challenge in style.

S1 Basketball
S1 have recently completed their Sport Education Basketball League block. Well
done to the winning green team of Jamie Grey, Gydja Warmisham , Connor Kelly
and Jasmine Clark. Individual awards went to Mollie Nisbet for Best Captain,
Sarah Gordon as Players’ Player, Jamie Grey as Top Scorer and Connor Kelly for
Most Valued Player (MVP).

DYW Update: S4 Mock Interview Day
A massive well done to Employer Engagement and Policy Advisor, Ashley Woodhouse and our own Miss MacRaild who
organised a mock interview day for S4 pupils as part of their careers education. Pupils received invaluable advice and
feedback from Caroline Gregory, owner of the Lovat Loch Ness, David Massey from The Apprentice Store and Kenneth
Knott from Forestry and Land Scotland regarding effective, interview performance techniques. The visitors were
delighted to receive a delicious lunch made and served by S2 pupils, followed by thank-you gifts from the S4 pupils.
Miss MacRaild reckoned, “It was a fantastic experience for our S4 pupils who, after weeks of CV and interview
preparation, took part in mock interviews with local and regional employers in preparation for applying for work
experience placements. Well done to all the pupils and many thanks to everyone involved in the occasion.”

Renewable Energy Project
Around this time last year the school was awarded a generous grant from
Falck Renewables to help with a renewable energy project. A number of
things, at first, seemed to conspire to delay rolling out the project . As a
re-launch, we are now making an initial offer of up to 5 LED lightbulbs each
to 200 local households. Depending on the level of response, we have ringfenced funds to widen the offer. If you are interested, the offer is open to
anyone related to pupils who attend the school or to people who live in the
community. Simply come along to the school during opening hours, fill in a
very brief application form with your name and address, indicating whether
the items are for your own domestic use or e.g. for elderly neighbours. Rev &
Mrs Jones (see right), after attending a Primary Open Day, were invited to
take the opportunity to pick up some lightbulbs for the Manse.

YPI Update
Youth Philanthropic Initiative (YPI) is a programme in which S3 pupils research a social issues such as
homelessness and find a charity that helps with that issue, for example New Start Highland, which supports a
variety of people provides people with the required necessities such as furniture, cutlery and bedding.
The Kilchuimen S3 have all chosen charities that support the local area - New Start Highland, Leonard
Cheshire Disability, Boleskine Community Care and Barnardo’s. They will be competing to raise £3000 in a
final presentation around the end of January / beginning of February.
Colla MacDonald, Antonio Demirev, Lucy Milligan S3

Christmas Craft Fair
S1-3 Kitchen Arts classes (marshalled by an indefatigable Miss Sutherland)
took a stand at the annual Christmas Craft Fair which traditionally has
been more of an exclusively Primary/Nursery event. Miles Jones (S6) had
also been very busy in the workshop upcycling wooden pallets to create an
impressive range of Christmas Gifts which were also on sale. The event as a
whole raised an amazing total of over £800. Well done to all!

All aboard the Polar Express!
Well done to S5/6 who organised this year’s Christmas Dance on a Polar
Express theme. Prizes for Best Dressed were awarded to Isla Drummond (S1)
and Corrin Hook (S3); Inesa Strielciunaite (S6) and John Frost (S6) were judged
Best Dancers and the Style Award went to Erin Surkitt (S4). The posters and
tickets were designed by Ruaraidh MacDonald (S6).

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all at Kilchuimen

