April Newsletter – Academy, Primary & Nursery

Station Road, Fort Augustus, PH32 4DL
T: 01320 366296 E: kilchuimen.academy@highland.gov.uk or
kilchuimen.primary@highland.gov.uk
Web: https://kilchuimen.com/

Parents, Pupils and Carers
This term has been a very busy one for the school. I hope that
the school newsletter, website and Facebook page summarise
some of the many exciting activities our pupils have been
involved in. All of the school and local communities should be
very proud of our young people. This was illustrated over the
Christmas holidays and during this term by the way the school
has supported each other following the retirement of Ms.
Gibbons and the period of change it thrust upon us. Embracing
this change, the focus of all staff at school remains the same:
supporting and challenging all of our pupils to achieve their
academic and personal potentials. Although the last week of
term was not what we had anticipated and the future is a little
uncertain, I would like to wish everyone a very relaxing and
peaceful Easter break and look forward to welcoming every one
of our eager and enthusiastic young people back when we are
able to safely return.

Upcoming Events

(cancelled or

subject to change until further
notice)

March 16 - Lochaber Music Festival

(P6 and P7)

March 18 - McRobert Cup (P5 – P7)
Cross Country
March 23 – 25

Altnacriche Residential Trip (P5 –P7)

April 27

Primary Photographs

June 2 – 4

P7 Trip to Edinburgh

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

Corona Virus – Covid-19

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidanceto-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-toeducational-settings-about-covid-19

Ms. M Sutherland (Head)

We have issued guidance from NHS
Scotland in relation to this via email.
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16+ Positive Destinations
A MASSIVE congratulations to Kyle who has now left Kilchuimen to begin
his Modern Apprenticeship in HGV Mechanics at Bowmans in Duisky!
Well done Kyle, we are very proud of you – we wish you every success for
the future!

World Book Day - Friday 6th March

Nursery and Primary pupils were invited to decorate a potato as their
favourite character. Some of the Nursery and Primary children as well as
staff dressed-up as their favourite characters too. The entries for the
potato competition were fantastic!! Well done to everyone.

In the Community
**suspended due to coronavirus**

Brownies

1st Fort Augustus Brownie Unit
meet each Tuesday from 5.30pm
until 7.00pm in the Church Hall –
all girls aged 7-11 years welcome!

Glengarry Junior Shinty

Thursdays - All welcome
6.00pm - 6.45pm (P1-5)
6.45pm – 8.00pm (P6 – U14’s)
*please check venue with club*

Screen Machine

Monday 31st March & Tuesday 1st
April 2020

Want to add info….
Please email us with details of
any information you would like to
see featured in our next
newsletter edition as well as any
community posts you’d like to
see. Comments and feedback are
always greatly appreciated too.
Email addresses can be found at
the top of our newsletter.
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Fair Trade Tuck Shop and Market
P3/4/5 have had a very busy term. Thank you
to everyone who came and bought chocolate and
gifts from our Fairtrade Market. There were
lots of delicious chocolates and small gifts. The
chocolates ranged from 85p-£1.50 and the
gifts ranged from 60p-£2.00, the market was
open for staff and pupils and parents. We sold over £250 worth of produce.
We enjoyed learning about different countries around the world, and how
things like bananas and chocolates are produced. Nursery came to visit one
afternoon and we made Fairtrade hot chocolate. Our topic has inspired lots
of work, from learning how to make hot chocolate and writing about the cocoa
farmers’ lives. We even made fruit & vegetable portraits inspired by
Giuseppe Arcimboldi!

Re-wilding Maths
Kat from ‘Trees for Life’ has been working with the pupils of the nursery and
the primary school on some rewilding maths. In these sessions she has taught
the pupils about conservation issues facing the local area and the work
conducted by ‘Trees for Life’ at the Dundreggan Estate. As part of these
sessions she showed the pupils the maths involved in conservation. They
studied co-ordinates through map reading, multiplication while exploring the
relationship between deer numbers of forest conservation, making and
converting measurements and calculating areas of irregular shapes.

‘Nursery enjoying the
outdoors and planting trees’

Despite the rain, the pupils were able to get out onto the school field to take
part in some outdoor learning allowing us to take advantage of the fantastic
outdoor space that Kilchuimen possesses. The class explored the challenges
facing the red squirrel and how conservation is helping the reduce habitat
loss and even replenish native forests in the local area. The school would like
to say a huge thank you to Kat for planning and delivering such varied and
interesting sessions across the whole of the Primary and Nursery!
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West Highland College UHI – Taster Event
Most of our S3 and S4 pupils took part in a taster event in Fort William in
February and gained workshop experience in a range of career sectors,
including; Construction and Engineering, Early Education and Childcare, Sport
and Recreation, Build Environment, Rock School, Fashion and Textiles, as well
as, Practical Cookery. Pupils had a fantastic day and each one took something
away from the experience.

DYW West Highland
This month, we were delighted to be a judge at Kilchuimen Academy's Youth
Philanthropy event where pupils showcased the fantastic work of various
charities such as Leonard Cheshire, Barnardo's,
New Start Highland and Boleskine Community
Care , whilst also demonstrating their
developing leadership, presentation, research
and team working #skills!
Well done to winner Boleskine Community Care
and to all the students for their hard work!

Tick Tock Clock
S2 Pupils completed their acrylic clocks in February, what a fantastic variety
of designs and colours. Great work!

Study Leave & SQA Exams
The latest SQA update can be
found on their website
www.sqa.org.uk
However, the key points to note are as
follows:
* No learner coursework to be
submitted for Higher and Advanced
Higher courses
* National 5 coursework should not be
submitted from now on
* Coursework should be considered as
part of the process of estimating
grades
* Further details about the certification
process will be provided “as soon as
possible”
Please be assured that NO coursework
the pupils have completed has been
wasted and the quality of this work will
contribute to the decisions about
estimated grades.

Parental support

We would like to thank
parents/carers for your continuing
support and help to the school. In
particular your support is
appreciated in ensuring;

•
•
•
•

Pupils have at least 95%
attendance and are punctual to
school
S4/5/6 pupils complete revision
requests and ALL pupils complete
all homework timeously
Limit mobile use within school and
no mobiles in class*
Pupils continue to show respect
towards others and continue to
be kind

*unless agreed with teacher in exceptional circumstances
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Nursery - Kilchuimen Air
Wow yet another busy term in nursery, which has gone so quickly…..time flies
when you’re having fun.
The children have been experiencing all manner of activities from discovering
how a paper aeroplane made from circles can fly and when challenged can beat a
conventional paper aeroplane in a race.
Our made topic this term has been airports and aeroplanes. The children
created an aeroplane with help from Mrs Anderson using cardboard boxes, the
climbing frame and other materials they found. We named our aeroplane
‘Kilchuimen Air’

School Open Days
Nursery & Primary
On Friday 6th March the
Nursery and Primary had an
Open Day for parents and
guardians, this gave the
pupils an opportunity to
showcase their work and
learning logs as well as get a
guided classroom tour, not to

Taste the Rainbow
This term Primary 1/2 have been learning about healthy eating and what we
need to survive. We had a lovely afternoon, joining up with the nursery, tasting
the rainbow. We tried lots of different fruits and vegetables and had some
great reactions from the citrus fruits!

mention the challenges that
awaited them! Thanks to all
that attended.

Fundraising &
Donations
As always, school budget cuts
are inevitable. We would like
to thank everyone for all of
your donations and

Pupil Power
We hope that you have been coping with your work and studies. We would like
to say thank

you to you and also to your parents and carers for all that you

have been doing to keep your learning going during this time. We know that

fundraising efforts for
Kilchuimen – we really do
appreciate the time and
commitment from everyone
involved.

everyone is doing their best; please do not worry if everything is not complete.
Just keep on going and try your best!
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KA Robotics – Highland Regional Competition
VEX IQ Challenge

KA Robotics wins an Award!
Competing against 7 other Highland schools on 1st February, KARobotics won
the Design Award. This Award is given for so much more than just designing
and building a robot. It is awarded to the group of young people who really
perform as a team in all respects, recognising each other’s contribution,
support their own team throughout as well as cooperating with and actively
supporting the teams they were sharing the competition with. We ranked
second in the Teamwork Challenge and so nearly won the chance to represent
Scotland at the UK Finals of the current VEX IQ Challenge – Squared
Away. Until next year…..

March 30th – April 13th

Sport

May Day

School Calendar
Please check fb or online for updates

Easter Holidays start

May 8th

Agility Challenge
A huge congratulations to Mark Douglass in his
Agility Challenge managing to beat last years
results and who is now extremely actively
involved with Team Highlands sporting events –
well done!

June 1st

In-service Day

July 3rd – August 14th
Summer Holidays

August 17th

In-service Day

Skiing
Last fortnight a group of S2 & S3 students enjoyed 2 days of
skiing lessons at the Nevis Range in Fort William. The students had a great
time and the weather was perfect. We would like to thank the staff at the
Nevis Range and the Kilchuimen Academy Parent Council.
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Social Media Stress

Digital stress is stress caused by
negative interactions in emails,
texts, social media, chat rooms and
forums….trying using these sticky
notes to alleviate some
stress…please think before you post!
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