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Please enjoy our Easter newsletter. We could not be more
proud of the way our whole school community has risen to the
challenges presented by Covid-19 and how well our children
have coped. This newsletter captures some of the events of the
last few weeks.
The work to support all our learners continues with hopefully
everyone returning to school after the Easter break. When we
return our senior pupils will be preparing to sit assessments.
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Please watch for updates on our Facebook page, after the
Scottish Governments announcements due in late April.
Have a nice holiday.

Mairi Sutherland
Head Teacher

Aspiration Kindness Respect
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COVID UPDATE
The school is adapting to a changing landscape in terms of
how we are able to support children and maintain the safety
measures outlined by the Scottish Government. We will continue to review and
adapt our practices in light of both experience and also changes to Government
advice. If your child is unwell please do not send them to school. Please also follow
the instructions of NHS staff regarding the attendance at school of your child. If
you are asked to keep your child off school for a designated period please stick to
that advice. Please can we ask all parents/carers to follow the current government
COVID guidelines, while dropping off and collecting the children, by wearing a face
covering and keeping to the 2m distance rule.
All S1 - S3 students will have the opportunity to take part in the Lateral Flow
COVID Self-testing when we return after the Easter break. If you would like your
child to take part in this then, if you haven't already done so, can we ask that you
return the permission slip that was emailed out previously.
Please keep up to date with government guidelines on the link below:

https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance/

ELC AND
CHILDCARE
If you have children
aged 2,3 or 4, then
please sign up to
Parent Zone Parent
Club at
parentclub.scot/elc to
gain information on
how you can access up
to 30 hours of FREE
childcare and learning
per week.

EDEN COURT
Eden Court have been busy plotting and
planning, please follow the link below for
information on upcoming events:
https://eden-court.co.uk/whats-on/all
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NURSERY
Well what a extraordinary start to the year
one I’m sure we won’t forget for a long time.
Now we are beginning to see the light at the
end of the tunnel with things starting to get
back to normal. It is so good to see all the children back.

RED NOSE DAY

We have been very busy discovering where chocolate comes
from. This topic came about after a few children built a
chocolate factory using the wooden building blocks; just like
the one in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. A lovely wall
display was created using a large number of colourful sweet
and chocolate wrappers, which we had no trouble collecting.
The children also made chocolates which were given as a
Mothers Day gift.
Spring is in the air and the children have produced
wonderful pictures of daffodils and beautiful rainbows. We
had some very interesting group talks about the changes in
our environment with all the different flowers and buds
appearing in our gardens and around the village.
Our spring topic is now expanding to “New Life”. Last week
one of the parents brought us some tadpoles so we can learn
about the life cycle of a frog, and after the break we will be
observing the life cycle of a butterfly so that the children can
witness this wonderful transformation up close.
Have a lovely stress free Easter Break, see you on the other
side with hopefully warmer rain free days.

Primary and nursery
pupils also had the
opportunity to dress up
or dress down making a
donation of £1 for Red
Nose Day, raising a
fantastic £130.20.

NATIONAL DAY OF
REFLECTION
We held a 1 minute silence
at 12noon on 23rd March in
support of the National Day
of Reflection.
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KILCHUIMEN MINI MONEY FUND (KMMF)
With the help of Fort Augustus & Glenmoriston Community Company & Falck Renewables,
Primary 4/5 have set up a grant scheme for children. Children can apply for grants of up to £200
for projects they would like to establish, in particular projects benefiting nature, sports, fun,
technology, safety and the local area. For more information or to download an application form,
visit the website below.
https://sites.google.com/kilchuimenacademy.org.uk/kmmf/home

PRIMARY—P1/2/3
P1/2/3 have been looking at various modes of transport and testing some of these out and discovering the power of force
using science .
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EASTER ACTIVITIES

PRIMARY—P4/5
This year the Nursery have all
made Easter Bonnets. They all
look fabulous - Mrs Walker will be
judging them soon with the winner
receiving an Easter treat!

P4/5 have been working really hard since we came back to
school. We used macaroni to learn about apostrophes, used our
technology skills to design and make party hats, and we made
these lovely Easter bunnies in art.

The Primary children also have the
chance to win a prize. They have
been tasked with the challenge of
decorating hard boiled eggs - good
luck everyone we can’t wait to see
your designs.

PRIMARY 5/6/7
Since returning to school we have hit the ground running in P5/6/7. We have been working hard
on fractions and building on our understanding of the relationships between fractions, decimals
and percentages.
In English we have looked at sentence formation and the effects that can be created by using
different sentence lengths and structures.
Now we are all back in school we have also managed to finally finish ‘Street Child’ by Berlie
Doherty. A great book to read in conjunction with our Victorians topic as it gives some great
insights to life in Victorian England.
We started a mini topic on the artist Banksy as he is someone who offers interesting opportunities
for discussion and debate. Miss Smith has also been focusing on line work and colour, specifically
drawing using shape.
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ACADEMY NEWS

SCHOOL CALENDAR
& DIARY DATES

SOCIAL SUBJECTS
This term in History, pupils have been learning about various historical movements and
wars.



Easter Holidays
2nd-16th April
school re-opens Mon
19th April



May Day Holiday
3rd May



Summer Holidays
Close Fri 25th June
Re-open
Tues 17th August



Staff In-service Days
Thurs 6th May
Mon 16th August
Mon 28th, Tues 29th &
Wed 30th June

S1 - Have just finished Roman World, starting Coasts
S2—World War 2 and the Holocaust
S3 - Earthquakes, Tsunamis and Volcanoes , but are starting their
charities research for YPI
N5 - History - Civil Rights in USA - 1960s
N5 - Geography - Coastal Features
Through examining the past, pupils can better understand their own
communities, their country and the wider world.

GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION
Pupils from S1 right through to Higher level have been
working at home on drawing skills and digital drawing.
The quality of work produced is amazing and the effort
put in by pupils to achieve the outcomes has been
outstanding—well done!
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STUDY & REVISION LINKS
GENERAL REVISION
BBC Bitesize provides
revision notes /clips/videos
for all subjects at N3/4/5 and
Higher:
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

ART
S1—We were looking at the architect Frank Gehry. Using paper we
explored form and concepts for buildings. Following this we looked at
the materials he would use to create work and why as well as what
inspired the designer. Students were able to describe his works and
give basic facts about his work following these 2 blocks.

SQA website has past papers
and marking instruction for all
subjects. Take a look online:
https://www.sqa.org.uk/
pastpapers/findpastpaper.htm
SQA Apps

S2-Contour Pictures

MyStudyPlan—help plan and
prepare a manageable
revision timetable for SQA
exams
dates

S3—students were looking at the artist Mark Powell.
P4-7 PRIMARY
LUNCHES £2.30
PER DAY.

ACADEMY
LUNCHES COST
£2.55 per day.
PLEASE
ENSURE MONIES
ARE TOPPED UP

Portraits inspired by artist Mark Powell

New menus can
be found online:
school lunches

Kilchuimen Academy, Primary and Nursery — Station Road, Fort Augustus, PH32 4DL

MUSIC STRINGS SUCCESS
Mr Mark Osborne, our dedicated strings tutor, has been teaching
throughout lockdown and during school opening times via Google
Meet. Despite the challenges which this poses, some of his pupils
participated in the virtual Inverness Music Festival, with excellent
results. S1 pupils Megan and Sophie who scored 87 marks, were awarded a
Distinction and came joint third in their violin competition. S3 pupil Barty
attained 85 marks and a Merit in his violin class. All three results are terrific, congratulations to all
three and thanks, too, to Mr Osborne.

YOUTH PHILANTHROPY INITIATIVE 2020
Huge thanks to Boleskine Community Care for their very thoughtful gifts to each of our pupils
for their winning presentation for the Youth Philanthropy Initiative 2020.
https://boleskinecc.com/

EASTER IDEAS TO ENTERTAIN THE FAMILY DURING
HOW TO DYE YOUR OWN EGGS

Hand dying boiled eggs to crack open for breakfast on Easter morning can be a great activity for the whole family:
1. Combine half a cup of boiling water with food colouring and a teaspoon of white vinegar.
2. Soak the cooled hardboiled egg for 5 minutes.
Leave on a cooling rack to dry.
EASTER BREAD -For the mini Master Chefs amongst us, this activity offers an extra challenge beyond your classic Hot Cross
Bun. There are heaps of different recipes for this, so Google ‘Italian Easter bread’ to find a recipe that suits you. You can
bake dyed eggs into the bread, braid it, make wreathes or shape into animals. Kids love to help with baking and this is a fun way
to spend time together and teach them at the same time.
EGG HUNT -Sometimes classic ideas are best. For a fun Easter morning, hide eggs all over the house and send your kids off to
find them. If you want to take it up a notch, write out individual lists of different eggs and see who finds their prescribed egg
stash first. You could also come up with cryptic clues to guide them to their goodies.
EASTER MOVIES -You can’t beat some good movie time to relax together as a family. Go for a classic like Easter Parade
(1948), or for the later releases there’s Hop (2012) and Peter Rabbit (2018). For a fun and entertaining option that tells the
story of Easter from a Christian perspective, try VeggieTales: An Easter Carol (2003).
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EASTER GREETINGS
from The Manse

March, 2021

Dear Friends,
It is that very special time of year again. Easter time. A time of Spring, longer
evenings, budding trees and flowers and, hopefully brighter days ahead. The gardens
of Fort Augustus are already beginning to bloom. As we walk around the village there
are signs of new life. Even the birds are joining in their chorus of song. Everything is
beginning to awaken after the long period of 'lock down'. We must continue to look
forward as a new light is dawning. The Church is no exception as we prepare for a
joyful Easter. Yes, there will be a Family Service this year at 10am on Easter Sunday.
Of course, numbers are restricted but, if you let us know, you can be assured of your
family seats. Please let Cath Fraser know; cath fraser9@gmail.com Please remember
your face masks, while all restrictions continue.
The past year has not been an easy one. In church at Easter we are encouraged to think
about the life changing experience of the first disciples of Jesus Christ. On their way
with him to Jerusalem, the friends of Jesus found it hard to accept his words. All they
had seen of Jesus was of a good man, a great teacher and miraculous healer. Most of
all however, he was a friend. He warned them that he would be betrayed and handed
over to the chief priests and rabbis, to be scourged and crucified and, that he would
rise again on the third day. They were astonished to think that anyone could rise again
from the dead. They had been with him for so long but, still found it hard to believe
that Jesus was the Son of God. The message of Easter is for the whole world and for
all time. Christ's journey did not end at the cross on Good Friday. This is a journey
that leads from death to life. The living testimony of millions of Christians since that
time in Jerusalem right up to the present. Great scholars and teachers of all time affirm
that the death and resurrection of Jesus were no random event but, the centre of
history – B.C. (Before Christ) A.D. (Anno Domini)
May the Lord Jesus Christ lead us from the empty tomb of Easter to the new life,
peace and joy that he alone can give us.
A Happy and Blessed Easter to you and your families,

Reverend Anthony Jones, BD (Hons), F.R.S.A. (Parish Minister)
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COMMUNITY GRANTS AND HELP
IN THE
COMMUNITY
SCREEN MACHINE
Screen Machine is currently
off road due to Covid—19.
Please keep an eye opened
for the next viewing times
online https://
www.screenmachine.co.uk/
dates/

BROWNIES

If you haven’t already applied
for a Heating Support Grant
and think that you are eligible
please apply by 16th of April.

Alternate Larder Boxes are still
in operation and can be
ordered up until Friday 5th
April.

Please contact Jessica Smith
at jessacs@aol.com for
further information.

SHINTY
Cancelled until further notice
due to Covid-19. Looking to
resume soon.

From 7 December 2020
parents or primary carers of
children who are required to
isolate are eligible to apply for
a Covid-19 Self-Isolation
Support Grant. If you are in
receipt of low-income
benefits and will lose income
as a result of being required
to self-isolate to prevent the
spread of Covid-19 and you
have been asked by NHS Test
and Protect Service to
self-isolate either because you
have tested positive for Covid
-19 or you have been in
contact with someone who
has tested positive, you may
be entitled to a £500
Self-Isolation Support Grant.
Please contact the Welfare Support
Team on 0800 090 1004
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