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Thank you for all the support you have given the school over the
last two terms. The pupils have settled back to school really well
and we are continuing to catch up on lockdown learning.
The COVID situation continues to impact some aspects of school
and we will continue to monitor and keep you updated by email
and Facebook when we are informed of changes.
We hope next term will continue to be “in school” and our SQA
prelims are planned to start on 17th January 2022.
We hope our entire Kilchuimen school community has a restful,
safe and healthy festive season and we will see everyone back on
January 6th 2022 to start the new term refreshed and ready to
learn.
We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Head Teacher
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COVID UPDATE
The school is adapting to a changing landscape in terms
of how we are able to support children and maintain the safety measures
outlined by the Scottish Government. This has been a radical change in
our working practices. We will continue to review and adapt our practices
in light of both experience and also changes to Government advice. If
your child is unwell please do not send them to school. Please also follow
the guidance of NHS staff and the information in the emails sent to all
parent/carers, on behalf of Donna Manson, Chief Executive, Highland
Council with regards to public health advice around COVID and regarding
the attendance at school of your child. If you are asked to keep your child
off school for a designated period please stick to that advice.
PLEASE KEEP UP TO DATE WITH GOVERNMENT GUIDELINES

SCHOOL UNIFORM
Please make sure you child is coming to school “ready to learn”. This means that they should be
coming to school with everything they need which might include schoolbags, reading books, water
bottles, snacks (or money for snacks) and Chromebooks. We find that wearing uniform really helps
children to feel “ready to learn”. The nursery uniform is a blue sweatshirt, the primary a red
sweatshirt and the secondary black.
More information on school dress code can be found in our school handbook which is on our
website.
All branded school sweatshirts are available to purchase from www.schoolwearmadeeasy.com or
alternatively, sweatshirts with no logo can be purchased at many of the leading stores or
supermarkets.
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ALTNACRICHE
Ms Sutherland and Mrs Peers accompanied the primary 5-7 children on their long awaited
residential trip to Alltnacriche. They all returned very happy but exhausted after a variety of
activities ranging from bush skills to learning about nature. Rock climbing on the simulated
rock wall proved a favourite activity choice along with having a go on the adventure playground
tired them out before activities ended around the campfire.
P1-4 have had a busy day too last week in the school field working with some of the
Alltnacriche staff. The weather was cold but dry. The children made large canvases from mud,
twigs and fallen leaves, which will be available to view in the corridor display boards in Primary.
A huge thank-you to staff at Alltnacriche for allowing these events to happen and hosting our
pupils and staff.
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NURSERY
This term we welcomed a new EYP, Mrs Mackay – she is very excited to start this new adventure
and the children were already familiar with Mrs Mackay so they made her feel very welcomed.
This term went by very quickly; and the children explored Autumn and then Halloween – we
collected all sort of leaves and made a chart with them to see what colour was predominant in the
leaves we collected. With this activity, the children learned about estimates and displaying our
findings in charts, as well as counting and sorting. For Halloween, they performed and sung a
lovely song shared on Google Classroom for parents to see.
As the day got shorter and darker, the children explored shadows, day and night, changes in
weather and environment. The shadow topic was a great learning experience for the children,
they especially enjoyed and interacted very well with the “shadow maker” and the Sun casting a
shadow on Earth activity; they used a torch and a globe to show the shadow, night and day.
By the end of November, the children were busy making their crafts for the parents. This is a great
way to fundraise and with the money raised, we were able to have a party and the children
received a Christmas present too! We were busy practising songs and a wonderful Nativity photo
story.
We concluded the term talking about winter, snow and ice – the children learned all about turning
water into ice or steam!
The staff in Nursery wish all the children and their families a very Merry Christmas and a
well deserved break!

PRIMARY 1/2/3
We really enjoyed our outdoor learning days with Trees for
Life and Alltnacriche. Also, thanks to the Parent Council we
received new Duplo and we have loved using it to build lots of
exciting things. Primary 1/2/3 enjoyed getting into the
Christmas spirit by working hard on their beautiful Christmas
crafts and getting ready for the Nativity. We made clay candle
holders, an assortment of decorations and glittery photo
frames, all packaged nicely in a Reindeer Bag! We had a very
exciting webinar from the SSPCA where we learned about
what it is like to be a vet. We wrote letters to Santa in our best
writing and even decorated the envelopes. We have all been
very good this year so hopefully he will be good to us!
Merry Christmas!
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SCHOOL CALENDAR
& DIARY DATES

PRIMARY 4/5
Trees for life—Tree Sculpture Survey. The whole school took part in this
event which was held outside. The P4/5s particularly enjoyed forwarding
their ideas for future animal sculptures.



Christmas Holidays

School closes
Wednesday 22nd
December and
re -opens Thursday 6th
January 2022

Pupils have also been busy practising their kicking and movement skills in
PE. They have enjoyed playing different ball games, including football and
dodgeball.



Mid-Term Break

Monday 21-22nd
February
23rd February (inservice day) school
re-opens to pupils 24th
February 2022

CHRISTMAS CRAFTS

PRIMARY 6/7
The Christmas term gets busier and busier as the weeks roll on and this year
was no exception. As always, the end of November was full of Christmas craft
in preparation for our online fair. We would like to thank you for your support
this year and hope you enjoy the decorations we made.
Alongside the Christmas preparations, we have been working hard on our
multiplication and division. On the whole we have focused on standard written
methods including long multiplication and division. I
In literacy we have been writing thank you letters to the staff at Alltnacriche.
The trip seems so long ago now but it was fantastic. We had such a brilliant
time and a letter is a small token of our appreciation for everything to staff did
to make our stay so enjoyable.

Huge thanks to
everyone who
purchased the Nursery
and Primary Christmas
crafts.
We hope you liked the
variety of things that the
pupils made.
The funds raised go
towards the children’s
Christmas parties, gifts
and entertainment.

From all of us in the P6/7 class we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a
brilliant New Year
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ACADEMY—ART
S2 Portraits
S2 are looking at capturing highlights, mid-tones and dark tones in the face during our portraiture

S3 Clay Sugar Skulls
S3 have made sugar skulls this term to build clay skills ahead of
making an oil lamp.
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ACADEMY—MUSIC
The music department has enjoyed a busy and productive year, despite the severe restrictions which the
pandemic imposed upon us, especially wind players and singers.
Lochaber Music Festival certificates, for participants at the closed down 2019 festival, arrived recently.
Miss Cameron won the new drum kit from Rock School just before October, when we used it to record
“My Boy Lollipop”, also uploaded to Google Classroom for your entertainment. Some of the S1 pupils
were learning to play their instruments for the first time during this unit of work.
This term, carol singing and concerts are not possible, however some pupils have generously allowed me
to video their current tunes, some Christmassy, for your ‘virtual’ enjoyment.
Mr Osborne and Mrs Hook continue their wonderful work with our instrumentalists - in fact, Kilchuimen
Primary are only the third school in Highland Region to have a Band Class, where every P6/7 pupil has
the opportunity to learn a brass instrument! Please note, ALL instrumental tuition is now free of charge,
so please don’t hesitate to contact Miss Cameron if your child wishes to start brass, woodwind or string
lessons.
Mrs Hook sat her Grade 8 (that’s the top one!) French Horn exam last Tuesday and achieved a very high
mark - congratulations!

CHRISTMAS CLASSROOM CELEBRATIONS
Mrs Mason organised a ‘Classroom Decoration Competition’. All registration classes were asked to be
decorated by midday on last day of school with a prize for the best dressed room. The judges were
Mr Hepburn and Mrs Bremner. We are pleased to announce the winners were the S5/6 class, for the
second year running.
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POSITIVE PROJECTIONS
“Renewable Moves” Workshop
P3 and P4 got to take part in a special workshop which included a learning about a dance
called "Renewable Moves" which was presented at COP 26 in Glasgow. Falck Renewables
arranged for Hayley Earlam from Corey Baker Dance to deliver the workshop to us. P3 and
P4 thoroughly enjoyed taking part!

Kilchuimen Mini Money Fund Project
Falck Renewables visited the school to film some pupils from last years Primary 4/5 talking about
the Kilchuimen Mini Money Fund Project from last session. Pupils were given a grant of £400 from
the Community Company and Falck Renewables to set up their own mini grant scheme, providing
money to a range of pupil-led causes within the school community. Noah, Anabelle, Casey, Rohan
and Logan very kindly gave up their time to talk about the process and the video can be seen
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ycu4lAYrGqg
Children In Need

Pupils wore Spots or Pyjamas for the day and raised over £50.
Raffle
Many thanks to The Fort Augustus Gift Company who held a raffle with all proceeds going to
Kilchuimen Nursery. There were some fantastic prizes and they raised £102!
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CAREERS
This term has been a busy month with DYW (Developing Young Workforce) events.
Angus MacDonald Visit: We welcomed local businessman/entrepreneur Angus Macdonald. He spent
time with our S3 YPI (Youth Philanthropy Initiative) group and gave them some top tips for their
upcoming presentations. He also took time to speak to Senior Pupils interested in a career in
business.
Robertson’s Construction “Ideal Candidate” Virtual Event- Robertson’s Construction have been
working with all S4/5/6 pupils during PSE lessons focusing on Career Pathways, CV/Applications and
Interview Skills. The conclusion of this event will be S4-6 pupils undertaking Mock Interviews in the
New Year.
Kevin Shields Visit: We welcomed Kevin Shields who spoke to all S1-6 pupils about his very
inspirational life story. He is a Scottish based all-round climber, well known for his solo climbing over
the past decade with routes up to E7 and M10+, all done with one hand and epilepsy. Kev spoke to
S1-6 pupils regarding resilience and mental toughness.
Crown Vets: Pupils interested in animal care as a career were able to speak virtually to a Vet and
Vet Nurse to find out more information regarding this field.
Royal Navy Presentation: The Royal Navy/Royal Marine visited us this term to speak to pupils
interested in a career regarding different roles available in each branch.

Kilchuimen Nursery, Primary and Academy — Station Road, Fort Augustus, PH32 4DL

SPORTS AND ACTIVITIES

We are continuing with the “Daily Mile” and are encouraging the pupils to run the mile if
they can. Please keep an eye on our Facebook page to see who has managed to get on
our “Daily Mile Wall of Fame.” Those who do not want to run the mile are asked to walk at
a good pace so that they are benefitting from the exercise. We do encourage pupils to
chat to each other and to staff as they walk, as we have found that the “Daily Mile” is a

The grass is often wet so we would ask you to send your children to school “dressed
for the weather”. We do have some extra sets of wellies in each class and each child
has a poncho. Please make sure your child always has a spare pair of socks in their
schoolbag.

ACADEMY– PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Football
Football: Well done to our Junior & Senior Girls and Junior & Senior Boys teams for taking part in the
small schools football tournament. All teams demonstrated a great attitude and were excellent representatives for the school. The pupils are keen to re-start football training sessions so if there are any
members of the community interested in supporting this please contact Mrs Masson at the school.
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SPORTS
Young Ambassadors
Each year two pupils from every secondary school in Scotland are selected as Young Ambassadors
to promote sport, and motivate and inspire other young people to get involved in sport in their
schools, clubs and local communities. This year Grace and Jack have been nominated as our Young
Ambassadors.
Shinty: Kilchuimen Academy has recently been recognised as a Bronze School of Shinty. Glengarry
Shinty Club have been working with the school to deliver shinty session from P1 to S3. We give our
heartfelt thanks to Cruise Loch Ness – Debi & Ronald, Glendoe Estate and The Gordon & Ena
Baxter Foundation for supporting this project through their donations which has allowed Glengarry to
purchase for the school over 20 Helmets, 20 Camans, 36 Balls and a set of portable goals to the
school and eventually a Kilchuimen Academy Shinty Shed.
We have recently appointed our Shinty Ambassadors; Grace, Jack & Isla. Grace & Isla recently
undertook training at Charleston Academy whilst Jack completed his Foundation Shinty Coaching
Course. Our hope is our new School Shinty Ambassadors, Grace, Isla and Jack will be to continue
the momentum by establishing a Lunchtime Club.

Ski Trip
We are very lucky this year to be able to offer the snow trip to all S1-6. This
will hopefully take place the week beginning 28th Feb. More information on
this trip will be issued in the New Year.
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SCHOOL MEALS
CLOTHING GRANT & SCHOOL MEALS
If you are in receipt of certain benefits/allowances you may be entitled to
received free school meals and/or a school clothing grant. You can
contact Highland Council on 01463 703645. Full details can be found on
the website below:
https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/899/schools_-_grants_and_benefits/10/
free_school_meals_and_assistance_with_clothing

PAYING FOR SCHOOL MEALS
We kindly ask that you keep your child’s canteen account in credit. Once a child reaches a
point that they have to top-up (negative balance) you may receive a brown envelope
detailing this balance. Please ensure you cover this negative balance and provide enough
for the remainder of the week/month by depositing cash or cheque and handing the
envelope back. PLEASE CHECK SCHOOL BAGS AS THESE CAN BE MISPLACED/
LOST. Cash top-ups are instant. **FREE school meal entitlement does NOT cover snack
costs at break time**
Academy Pupils can top-up their own accounts using the automated machine next to the
canteen—please note that this machine does not like £5 notes! The machine accepts £20/
£10 notes and coins £2/£1/50p/20p/10p. Top-up shows instantly.
Topping up your child’s canteen account can also be done easily online you just need your
child’s SCN number. This can be obtained by calling the school office on 01320 366 296.
To top-up online go to:

https://self.highland.gov.uk/service/School_meal_payments


select school ‘Kilchuimen Academy’ or ‘Kilchuimen Primary’



enter your child’s details including their Scottish Candidate Number



enter your details



enter the amount you wish to pay



enter your debit or credit card details

Payments can take up to 72 hours to show on your child’s account.
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SCHOOL MEALS
As you are aware last year the Scottish Government announced a commitment
to provide Free School Meals for all Primary age children to be delivered in a
phased approach by August 2022. From August 2021, the universal provision
of free school meals for all children in P1-P3 was extended to include P4
children, this will extend to P5 as from January 2022 when pupils return from
the Christmas break.

PRIMARY SNACK MENU

PRIMARY SCHOOL MENUS
School menu which runs until April 2022 can be found online at
https://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/22863/primary_3-choice_grab_n_go_menu
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CHRISTMAS BLESSING
CHRISTMAS SCHOOL MESSAGE 2021
from the Parish Minister
“A homeless celebration at home”
Dear Friends,
G.K. Chesterton wrote: “Christmas is built upon a beautiful and intentional paradox, that the birth of the homeless
should be celebrated in every home”.
Once again the season is upon us. I was hoping to be writing with more positive news about the national situation
with regard to continuing the restrictions. Unfortunately, the virus continues to affect people in our community.
Even with the protection of vaccines, new variants mean the wearing of masks continue on church premises.
Nevertheless, headway is being made at your local church. Present guidance however, means that once again, sadly,
we will miss our ever popular traditional nativity service and, end of term school services at church. Let us all
hope things will pick up in time for next Easter. I miss seeing you and do hope class room visits to the school will
become possible before too long.
At this time of year, we are often approached while out shopping by homeless people begging us for our small
change. Whether it is at a station or, in a shop door way the need is still there. There is always, it seems, a 'crisis at
Christmas' for folk who are homeless, living off the street.. We are all tightening our belts while others struggle for
the means to survive. We have been saving up to buy our gifts. Then, someone asks us when we are out shopping in
town, if we have any spare change!
There is a famous old poem - “Christmas is coming, the goose is getting fat. Please put a penny in the old man's
hat”(attributed to Edith Nesbit Bland)
Those who are homeless sadly do not always find in their experience that 'Christmas is a time for giving'. The story
of Christmas in the Gospel of Luke reminds us of the fact that Jesus was born homeless, in a stable because 'there
was no room for them at the Inn' (Luke 2.7) No room for Joseph and Mary and, the baby Jesus. We celebrate giving
because this is the time we remember the first 'Christ-mass'. This yearly round recalls when the greatest gift was
given to all the world. 'For to you today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord' (Luke 2.11).
There are two sides to the situation you see, the homeless ask for money or shelter – they are poor. We in return
often refuse to give a little of what we have – we are the poorer, we have a poverty of heart. Often we give a tiny
part and hold everything else back. The message of Christmas is that God through his son Jesus Christ gave
everything for us – the poor, the homeless and the rich and those who are the poor in heart.
Wishing you and your family a Happy Christmas and a safe and Healthy New Year
Reverend Anthony
Reverend Anthony M. Jones, F.R.S.A.
Parish Minister: Fort Augustus and Glengarry Church of Scotland
Moderator of the Presbytery of Lochaber
Christmas Services
Xmas Eve Carol Service, Invergarry at 6 pm
Watchnight Service, Fort Augustus at 11.30 pm
Boxing Day Family Gift Service, Invergarry at 12 pm
Boxing Day Family Service, Fort Augustus at 10 pm
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CHRISTMAS WORDSEARCH
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