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I hope you enjoy reading our Easter newsletter and can see a little
of what our pupils have been doing this term. As the COVID
restrictions are beginning to lift we have been able to gradually and
safely return to a more usual school experience for all the pupils.
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This current rise in cases is affecting us a little but we are trying our
hardest to minimise disruption for the pupils. Thank you for your
support of the school in keeping the children moving forward.
The Easter break is a restful time for our younger pupils but it is an
anxious time for senior school pupils heading towards their SQA
examinations for the first time in 2 years. We hope that they rest for
some of the holiday but are signed up to the revision classes, and
come back prepared to do their best in the examinations.
I hope you all have a lovely Easter break and we will see everyone
back on Tuesday,19th April.

Head Teacher
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COVID UPDATE
The school is adapting to a changing landscape in terms
of how we are able to support children and maintain the safety measures
outlined by the Scottish Government. This has meant a radical change in
our working practices. We will continue to review and adapt our practices
in light of both experience and also changes to Government advice. If
your child is unwell please do not send them to school. Please also follow
the guidance of NHS staff and the information in the emails sent to all
parents/carers, on behalf of Donna Manson, Chief Executive, Highland
Council with regards to public health advice around COVID and regarding
the attendance at school of your child. If you are asked to keep your child
off school for a designated period, please stick to that advice.
Please keep up to date with Government guidelines at
https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/

HEALTH & SAFETY
We politely request again that parents and carers do not use the school car park at drop off
and pick up times. This can be dangerous and puts children at risk. If you do enter the car
park then please note the speed limit is 5 mph.

STAFFING
Over the last term we have welcomed a few changes to our staffing.
Congratulations to Mr Alistair Copeland who started this term as our PT Guidance. He will be taking
over a number of remits including liaison with parents and pastoral concerns.
Ms Anne McGroarty has successfully been appointed to the role of Art teacher, covering while
Ms Gibbins is on maternity leave.
Welcome to Mrs Helen Surkitt who has joined us as a PSA, covering both the Primary and Academy,
and to Mrs Ani Demireva, our new Support Worker, who will join the Nursery department up until the
Summer break.
We also welcome Mrs Paula Page who will be joining our office team three mornings a week.
Mr Joao Sobral is with us fulltime until summer, to mitigate our ongoing absences and any future
COVID absences.
After the Easter break, Mrs Kate Rose will be joining us as our PT ASN Teacher and Mr John MacKay
will be covering the DHT Academy while Mrs MacKenzie is on maternity leave.
We also have two other vacancies advertised at the moment for the Academy, these are a Design &
Technology Teacher and a Biology Teacher.
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FUNDRAISING
UKRAINE
The P7 students felt they wanted to raise funds for those in need in Ukraine. They
decided on a Blue and Yellow theme. Below is a quote from the P7 students.
“We wanted to raise money for the Ukraine because we wanted to make sure that
Ukrainian children and adults had essentials and necessities. We also wanted to
make sure refugees were okay. We decided to raise money instead of collecting items so that the
Ukrainian people and the people around them could decide what was needed.
We had a dress down day as this was something that most people could take part
in, it was easy and quick to organise. We asked for donations instead of £1 because
some people would want to donate more”.
Dougie, P6 and Lewis S1 also did some home baking and sold this around the
village, to raise additional funds.
We would also like to thank the Glengarry Shinty Club who also held a fundraiser and kindly donated the
proceeds of £328.52 to the P7 cause.
A total of £673.59 was raised which I think you will all agree is a fantastic amount.

RED NOSE DAY
The pupils in Nursery and Primary had the opportunity to dress up/down
on Friday,18th March for the Annual Red Nose Day.
Red noses were available to purchase by all pupils across the 3-18
campus
Again, another fantastic amount of £98 was raised.
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NURSERY
We have had a very busy term in Nursery; our main topic so far has been “farms”, from food to
animals, from people to machinery. We tried to make the topic as interactive as possible, using
real food and real life experiences and discussing where food comes from, what it looks and
tastes like.
We are fortunate enough to have many fields/farms in and around the village, so children were
already aware of most animals you would find on a farm. We learned which animals give us milk,
eggs, wool and what we can do with these – we are hoping to visit the local shops to see what
produce we can buy and trace it back to the animal.
As spring approaches, we will be planting sunflowers and sweet peas – children will learn how to
look after a living plant and what plants need to grow. They will take the plants home once they
are ready.
Our Nursery Facebook page has been a success with interaction and engagement from the
parents; it is a real pleasure to share with the family what the children are up to every day. As you
can see, we are always on the go, always learning, exploring, discovering. Please remember that
group photos are not to be shared or downloaded as privacy and confidentiality is paramount.
Moving on, next term we will be starting transition for those children moving up to Primary 1.

PRIMARY 1/2/3
This term, Primary 1/2/3 have been learning all about Scotland and our local area. We have
celebrated Burns Night by learning some ceilidh dances and trying haggis, neeps and tatties. We
have learned all about the canal and the Loch Ness Monster and were lucky enough to go on two
trips. First we went to the Caledonian Canal Centre, where we learned about Thomas Telford and had
juice and biscuits! Then we went on the Loch Ness cruise. We saw lots of wild goats but, unfortunately
no Nessie!
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PRIMARY 4/5

SCHOOL CALENDAR
& DIARY DATES

P4/5’s topic this term so far has been Volcanoes and Earthquakes. The
class have loved learning about some of the famous volcanoes in the world
and learning about how parts of the Scottish landscape were formed. As
part of our topic, the class got a chance to make their own volcanoes and
make them erupt using simple ingredients found in the kitchen to create a
chemical reaction. Some erupted very fast while others took their time.

Easter Break
close Fri 1st April and
re-opens Tue 19th
April.
May Day
Mon 2nd May
Jubilee Day
Fri 3rd June
Summer Holidays
close Thur 30th June
and re-opens Tue 16th
August.
In-Service Days
Thurs 5th May
Mon 15th August

PRIMARY 6/7
P6/7 have covered many different topics this term. In English and Literacy
they have continued with their usual spelling and reading programmes, they
have also worked on descriptive language, and they have worked hard on
“SRA” which is an intensive reading comprehension programme.
In Numeracy and Mathematics P6/7 have worked on Fractions, Decimals and
Percentages, Measurement, Number Processes (addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division) and Chance and Uncertainty.
P6/7 have also studied Islam, Easter, Healthy Eating, Scottish Parliament,
Materials from Earth and Engineering.
The older Pupil Council members have been kept busy with regular meetings
and ensuring that everyone has a say in what goes on in school. The JRSOs
have run another competition with great prizes. P7 planned some fundraising
for Ukraine and decided how best to send the money raised.
It has certainly been a busy term and the next term is likely to be even busier!

Kilchuimen Nursery, Primary and Academy — Station Road, Fort Augustus, PH32 4DL

PARENT COUNCIL
The Parent Council’s role is to work in partnership with the school to maintain a welcoming school which
is inclusive for all parents. It promotes partnership between the school, its pupils and all its parent and
aims to develop and engage in activities which support the education and welfare of the pupils.
Additionally, it strives to identify and represent the views of parents on the education provided by the
school and other matters affecting the education and welfare of the pupils.
The Parent Council also have a very important role to fund raise and apply for grants that benefit the
school and pupils through equipment purchases to residential trips, skiing days and other activities
throughout the academic year.
Parents/Carers are welcome to attend meetings as often or as infrequently as they like. Notification of
meetings will be given via email and for Primary on the parent council Facebook page. There is
absolutely no commitment required and even if you would rather not attend meetings, there is always a
need for volunteers to help out at fundraising events etc, so support in any form is very much
appreciated.
Kilchuimen Primary Parent Council was delighted last week to hold its first meeting of the year! It was
nice to meet in person, with some parents joining the meeting via Google meet, and there was lots to
discuss. The main focus being an Easter fundraiser, which will be a 'lucky dip' stall in the village with lots
of fabulous prizes already donated by local businesses. If you wish to be involved with this event then
please get in touch.
If you wish to be involved in any way then please contact the Primary or Academy Parent Councils by
emailing the relevant address noted below.
Primary - kilchuimen.primary@highlandpc.co.uk
Academy– kilchuimen.academy@highlandpc.co.uk
Hope to see you all soon.
Debi Mackenzie
Chair of Primary Parent Council

Paula Page
Chair of Academy Parent Council

PRIMARY ENGINEER
Kilchuimen Primary has been busy maintaining its STEM tradition.
P6 and P7 entries for this years’ Scottish Engineer Leaders Award
Competition have now been despatched and designs range from
Internet-ready technical glasses, devices to assist differently abled persons, clear up dog poo, emotion-detecting accessories or beat the traffic jams!
We eagerly await July when we will find out how successful we have been.
In addition, Mrs Wink and I have been engaged in training for a Rail Project (funded by ScotRail)
which we are hoping to run with her class in the near future.
Ms Thurnell
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CAREERS
This term has been a busy month with DYW (Developing Young Workforce) events.
Robertson’s Construction “Ideal Candidate” Virtual Event - Following on from the workshops on
Career Pathways, CV/Applications and Interview Skills. All S5-6 pupils have now completed their
mock interview. Unfortunately, these interviews had to be online but that has not stopped the
experience from being worthwhile and enjoyable for pupils. S4 interviews are scheduled for later in
the year.
One S5 pupil said: “I felt a bit nervous about the interviews, but after the sessions we spent working
with Robertson Construction I felt less nervous. The interviewer made me feel very relaxed and
comfortable. After the interview, I feel much more prepared and confident for future interviews.
Many thanks to Katy Cameron from Robertson Construction for investing so much time in the young
people of Kilchuimen.

Apprenticeship Week 2022: To celebrate National Apprenticeship Week 2022 (March 7-11th)
all pupils were able to find out more about the different apprenticeships available during their
registration and PSE (personal & social education) lessons. The presentations involved talks from
ex - pupils who shared their experiences of apprenticeships.
For more information on apprenticeships visit: https://www.apprenticeships.scot/

Youth Philanthropy Initiative: Every year, Secondary Schools all around Scotland partake in

YPI (Youth Philanthropy Initiative). For those of you that don’t know, YPI is an organisation which
gives teenagers an opportunity to win £3,000 for a charity of their choice. This year, the S3 class was
split into three groups for this project and researched a charity that they would like to represent. The
following charities were selected: Ewen's Room, New Start Highland and Sunflower Care. Over the
course of three months, all of the groups directed and edited their own videos to present to a panel of
judges.The final was held on the 17th of February, where all of the teams presented their videos. The
team that supported a local charity Ewen’s Room won the £3000. It is a great way to teach students
how to work as a team and work towards a deadline. This is what we have to say about the YPI
experience:
“YPI has taught us how to work together as a team, and learn how to work with a deadline.”
“Because of YPI I know how charities work and how to contact them.”
“We had lots of fun filming”
“We discovered new charities in our area”
“It took us out of our comfort zone”
“It taught us how to be creative and how to use the materials we had
at hand”
“I learnt a lot from this experience”
Thank you to the judges;
Frazer Coupland (CEO Lochaber Chamber of Commerce), Kev Shields (Ice Climber/Mentor),
Sophie Rand (S5 Student).
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MATHS
With exam season upon us and other course assessments in full swing, the
students have been working hard and trying out different methods of studying.
Shown here is an example of bullet journaling for an Applications of Maths
assessment.

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
The BGE Design and Technology classes have been completing a wide range of projects this year
including; puzzles, clocks, magazines, house designs and wooden mirrors.
The senior class have been working incredibly hard also, completing their assignments and final projects,
unfortunately, we are unable to show these off in the newsletter but will have pictures displayed on the
notice boards in due course.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Ski Trip
Many of our S1-6 pupils attended our annual Ski/Snowboard trip to Nevis Range, Fort William at the
beginning of March. All pupils had a brilliant time, despite the unpredictable Scottish weather. Well
done to all our skiers and snowboarders! Also, a big thank you to all the instructors at Nevis Range
for making it such a great week.

British Basketball League Trophy Final
Pupils attended the final of the Women and Men’s Basketball Trophy at the Emirates Arena in
Glasgow. We got to see some of the best basketball players and teams in the UK and the games
didn’t disappoint
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HOME ECONOMICS
Our S1 students have been busy making Easter cakes and crafts.

ART
Pupils for S1, S2 & S3 have been sharing their wishes for peace in Ukraine through a collaborative
art insulation.
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ENGLISH
S1 and S2 English classes have been working on the “Book Creator” website, and have constructed their
own takes on both stories and factual matters. With this, they can write; they can create new and exciting
pages; they can embed pictures, sound and video clips; they can order items as they choose, and make
the book their own unique production. The great thing about this is that pupils can access the current
“Library” at any time in order to edit or change their book – so it is an ongoing, permanently live, project.
S3 English class have been sharing and analysing their favourite song lyrics, to prove that “poetry” isn’t
stuffy and limited! We’ve had some excellent and thought-provoking choices, and have looked closely at
what the writers have been trying to make us think and feel.
S2 RE class have been working on the “10X Challenge” (which is
a Young Enterprise venture), and have put together a stall
(running over two lunchtimes) to sell second hand books, and to
have a variety of competitions. Any profits made will be going to
the Ukraine Appeal.

STUDY LEAVE
Study leave for the SQA candidates will be offered to all pupils from Monday 25 April to Friday 27
May inclusive.
Highland Council guidance for Exam Preparation Time is below.
All pupils who intend to leave school at the end of May can take the full
period of Exam Preparation Time, all returners sitting 6 subjects at National 5
or 3 or more subjects at Higher or above, may take the full period of Exam
Preparation Time. All returners sitting a mix of National 4/5 subjects or fewer
than 3 subjects at Higher may be allowed a reduced period of leave based
on the timing and number of exams. If any pupils are sitting no examinations,
they should come to school to complete outstanding course assessments
and may follow available alternative programmes to meet their individual
needs during this time.
Although pupils are welcome to come into school for support during exam preparation time we would
support pupils to work from home at parents /carers discretion to minimise the risk of contracting COVID
and putting their ability to sit their final exams at risk. A letter will be issued regarding Exam Preparation
Time. Please inform the school office if you have any concerns.
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EASTER STUDY SUPPORT
Students should have already registered for the Easter Study programme with e-Sgoil.
e-Sgoil Easter Study Support provides live and interactive online webinars, delivered by experienced
and fully GTCS-registered subject specialist teachers. The service is completely free for learners.
For Easter Study Support 2022, there will be eighty webinar groups covering sixty-six courses, ranging
across levels from N4 through to N5, Higher and AH. Each group will meet for three different online
sessions.
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CHURCH NEWS

EASTER GREETINGS 2022
Dear Friends,
Easter is always a busy time for the Church everywhere. This year is no exception!

We invite you to come and join in the celebrations around the Great Glen churches. On Palm Sunday
10th April at 3pm at Tomdoun, the little church in the glen, we will be sharing in the baptism of Mary Bel
Slater. It is always a happy family occasion when a little baby is christened and welcomed in to the
church.
On Good Friday 15th April at 7pm at Fort Augustus Church, there will be a service recalling the last
hours and crucifixion of Jesus Christ. On Easter Sunday 17th April at 12pm, we will be rejoicing in the
hope of Easter with a very special service of Holy Communion which will include the Confirmation and
welcome of new members to the church. There will be a fun Easter egg hunt in the church grounds for
all the members of the family.
A note to, that on Friday 22nd April at 7pm in Fort Augustus Church Hall, there will be a special Easter
film presentation of an adaptation Lloyd C. Douglas' book 'The Big Fisherman' starring Howard Keel.
The film tells the story of the life of St. Peter. Everyone is welcome.
I do hope that you will all have a very Happy Easter holiday.
With every blessing,

Reverend Anthony
Rev Anthony M. Jones, F.R.S.A.
Parish Minister: Fort Augustus Church of Scotland
Moderator of the Presbytery of Lochaber
The Manse,
Fort Augustus
tel: 01320 366210 revanthonyjones@yahoo.com www.greatglenchurches.co.uk
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PICTURE GALLERY
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CLOTHING GRANT & SCHOOL MEALS
If you are in receipt of certain benefits/allowances you may be entitled to received free
school meals and/or a school clothing grant. You can contact Highland Council on
01463 703645. Full details can be found on the website below:
https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/899/schools_-_grants_and_benefits/10/
free_school_meals_and_assistance_with_clothing

PAYING FOR SCHOOL MEALS
We kindly ask that you keep your child’s canteen account in credit.
Topping up your child’s canteen account can be done easily online you just need your child’s SCN
number. This can be obtained by calling the school office on 01320 366 296. To top-up online go
to:

https://self.highland.gov.uk/service/School_meal_payments

PRIMARY SCHOOL MENUS
New school menus will be in place when the pupils return after the Easter break,
these will be uploaded to the Highland Council website during the holidays. Below
are the links which will take you to the menus after April, copies of the new menus
are included of the new menus on the next page.
Nursery
https://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/22858/early_years_2-option_photo_menu
Primary
https://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/22689/primary_3-choice_grab_n_go_photo_menu
Secondary
https://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/22876/secondary_school_menu
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